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APPEAL OF THE STATE HISTORICAL SO- 
CIETY OF WISCONSIN FOR THE EREO- 
TION OF A FIRE-PROOF BUILDING. 


[We insert this document on account of 
its general interest, and the information it 
gives as to several of the most flourishing 
Societies, as well as of the losses alres udy suf. 
fered by ‘fire.] 


AN APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC IN 
BUILDING FUND. 


It is now over thirteen years since the 


its origin; but from its reorganization, over 
eight years ago, it dates, in fact, the begin- 
ning of its real growth and prosperity. 
Since January, 1854, the Library has in- 
creased from fifty volumes to over sixteen 

thousand volumes and pamphlets—so that 
it now ranks, in point of size, as the fourth 
or fifth in the Union, of a purely Historical 
or Antiquarian character. 


While the Society, with commendable | 


singleness of purpose, has hitherto devoted 
its means and efforts exclusively to the es- 
tablishment of a public Library commensu- 
rate with the wants of an intelligent and in- 
quiring people, in a rapidly expanding coun- 
try, it has, thus far, done nothing towards 
securing a fire- proof edifice for the preserva- 
tion of its precious collections of historical 


and scientific literature, except from time to | 


time to call attention to the subject in its 
annual reports. But such has been the in- 
crease of the Library and Collections, already 
compactly filling a room 45 by 65 feet in 
size, significantly admonishing us that fur- 
ther accommodations will soon become a 
prime necessity,—and all the while exposed 
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to ) loss by ‘the accidents of fire,—that we 
are forced to the conclusion, that a fire- 
proof building is now the pressing want of 
the Society. 

Kindred Societies and similar collections 
have already suffered by the calamities of 
fire. The Library and Cabinet of the Iowa 
Historical and Geological Institute, the fruit 
of ten years’ successful and pains-taking ef- 
fort, became a prey to the flames in 1853— 
800 volumes, several valuable files of Terri- 
torial newspapers, 5000 pamphlets, 100 maps, 
200 manuscripts, with a splendid collection 
of fossils and other specimens illustrative of 


| the geology of the State, a fine herbarium 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin had | 


of its indigenous plants, with many other 
specimens of itsnatural history, together with 
a cabinet of about 400 Indian relics, includ- 
ing the trappings of Black Hawk, were con- 
sizned to irretrievable destruction. In Feb- 
ruary, 1854, the splendid Parliament build- 
ings at Quebec, with a portion of the 


| Government Library and philosophical ap- 


paratus, together with all the paintings in 
the Council and Assembly chambers, were 
destroyed by fire originating from a furnace; 
while the Historical and Literary Society of 
Quebec, which had rooms in the Parliament 
buildings, lost almost the whole of its twenty- 
three years’ gatherings, including its valua- 
ble Library and Museum—the latter alone 
estimated in value at over $12,000—together 
with its 80 or 90 folio volumes of Records 
of the Realm, and a large collection of his- 
torical manuscripts. And, as a remarkable 
coincidence, on January 6, 1857, about 7 
o’clock in the evening, at the very hour 
when the annual report was being read be- 
fore our Society, urging the necessity of a 
fire-proof building for the safety of its col- 
lections, the State House at Montpelier, 


| Vermont, with many valuable collections of 





330 HISTORICAL 


the natural and civil history of that State, 
was totally destroyed by fire; and among 
the property thus sacrificed by the devour- 
ing element, was the large collection of 
newspaper files which Mr. Henry Stevens, 
then President of the Vermont Historical 
Society, had been, we believe, forty or fifty 
years in bringing together. In 1847, the 
valuable Library of the Royal Society of 
Icelandic Literature, in Copenhagen, was 
destroyed by fire; this loss was peculiarly 
unfortunate, as the Library contained more 
than two thousand unpublished MSS., and a 
numerous collection of unpublished. Icelandic 
works, Only a few years since, a very large 
and valuable collection of Western newspa- 
per files, and other printed matter, designed 
for the illustration of the civil and ecclesias- 
tical history of the West, patiently gathered 
during a period of some thirty years, by the 
late Rev. Dr. John M. Peck, were destroy- 
ed by the burning of the building, at Rock 
Spring, Illinois, in which they were deposited. 

We should be admonished by the de- 
struction in whole, or in part, by fire, of 
public archives in this country on repeated 
occasions :—in New Hampshire, in 1736; 
in Massachusetts, in 1747, besides having 
been damaged by three previous fires; in 
New York, in 1740-41, and in 1773; in 
New Jersey, in 1686; in North Carolina, in 
1831; in South Carolina, in 1698; the cap- 
itol building, with the Territorial Library, of 
Oregon, in 1855; the capitol, public offices, 
and records, at Williamsburg, Virginia, in 
1746; the capitol of Kentucky, with many 
public records, several years since—all of 
which were accidental; and in Virginia, in 
1781, by the British army under the frat- 
ricide Arnold. In 1849, the Parliament 
buildings at Montreal were fired by the torch 
of a furious mob, when the Government Li- 
brary—esteemed one of the very best in 
North America—and a large portion of the 
archives of the province were destroyed ; 
and these public buildings had scarcely been 
rebuilt, and a new Library collected, when 
by accident, in 1854, the devouring element 
again laid them waste. 

Several times have the national archives 
suff:red by conflagration—in 1800, when 
the buildings of the War Department were 
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destroyed, and twice subsequently more or 
less injured; in 1814, when the British 
burned the public buildings, and destroyed 
the National Library of 3000 volumes, as 
well as many of the public archives; in 1833, 
when the Treasury Buildings were burned ; 
in 1836, when the General Post-office and 
Patent Office were destroyed by fire, with 
almost their entire contents — including 
7000 models of patents, 163 large folio vol- 
umes of records, 26 large portfolios con- 
taining 9000 drawings, many of them beau- 
tifully executed and very valuable, and 
10,000 original descriptions of inventions, 
with many other documents; and lastly, in 
1851, when the Congressional Library was 
burned, occasioned by the timbers which 
formed the alcoves being inserted in the 
chimney-flues, destroying 35,000 volumes of 
books, together with many valuable paint- 
ings, medals, and statuary. It is a sig- 
nificant fact, and evidence in point of the 
utility of fire-proof offices, that the valuable 
public records and documents in the two 
fire-proof rooms of the War Department, in 
1814, and those in the fire-proof rooms of the 
Treasury Department in 1833, were all saved, 
while most of the others were consumed. 
Other public institutions and public Libra- 
ries have not escaped the devouring ele- 
ment. In 1705, the building, together with 
the Library and philosophical apparatus, of 
the College of William and Mary, at Wil- 
liamsburg, Va., which had their origin in 
1692, were destroyed by fire; and in Feb., 
1859, the College buildings, College Libra- 
ry of 9000 volumes, which had been one 
hundred and fifty-four years in collecting, 
together with the Laboratory, and a So- 
ciety Library, were totally consumed. In 
1758, the Providence Library, which had 
been nearly eighty years in collecting, was 
entirely consumed, except about seventy 
volumes loaned out; while the Charleston 
Library Society, out of between five and six 
thousand volumes, saved only one hundred 
and eighty-five from the flames of a disas- 
trous fire, in 1778, and many of these were 
volumes of mutilated sets. In 1856, the 
building of the Medical Department of the 
University of Louisville was destroyed by 
fire, and portions only of the Library and 
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chemical apparatus were sawed. In our| 
own State, only a few years since, the build- | 
ing of the Platteville Academy, with its 

valuable Libr ary, was destroyed by fire. 
Intelligence just reaches us from across the 
Atlantic, of the conflagration of the City 
Hall of Bordeaux, and perishing i in its flames 
documentary evidence exhibiting eight hun- 
dred years of Gascon history, contained in 

many thousand autograph letters of kings, 
emperors, princes, governors, mayors, arch. 
bishops, and military comma inders, relating 
to commerce, war, art, science, letters, and 
navigation, for the past eight eventful cen- 
turies—together with a complete collection 
of the Monitenr news spaper, established as 
the organ of the French Government over 
one hundred years ago. Well may histori- 
cal students deplore such stupendous and 
irreparable losses; and hence the pertinent 
question, more easily asked, however, than 
answered— Why was not better care taken 
of such inestimable collections ? 

The same inquiry may, with equal proprie- 
ty, be propounded to us, with reference to 


the Library and Collections of the State His- 


torical Society of Wisconsin. Look upon its 
shelves, and behold the priceless treasures 
there gathered together—the noble Gallery 
of Art, numbering nearly sixty oil paintings 
of our battle-fields, national heroes, states- 
men, jurists, men of science and of letters, 
and our own State pioneers, many of them 
painted by superior artists, and of the most 
of these pictures no copies exist— of the 
venerable newspaper files, nearly eight hun- 
dred in number, the oldest printed in 1680, 
and altogether covering almost the entire 
eventful period of over a century past, in- 
cluding a file of nearly nine years of the old 
Pennsylvania Gazette, published by Dr. 
Franklin, from 1755 to the close of 1763— 
a complete set of the Transactions of the 
Royal Society, London, beginning with its 
commencement, in 1665, embracing one 
hundred and twelve volumes—works from 
the private libraries of Franklin, Clinton, 
Clay, and others—volumes of the original 
Jesuit Relations, and other French works 
on the Northwest, published two centuries 
ago—curious maps and ancient pamphlets 
of the Great West of the last century— | 
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manuscripts of Sir William Johnson, at 
whose command a hundred years ago thou- 
sands of dusky warriors, some even from 
the then far-off regions of Wisconsin, would 
flock to the standard of King George— 
manuscripts of “the accursed Brant,” of 
Washington, Greene, Schuyler, Jefferson, 
Old Put, Ethan Allen, and Molly Stark, and 
many others—narratives of our own Wis- 
consin pioneers—historical curiosities from 
both worlds—many trophies of our own 
Wisconsin soldiers, and relics from the bat- 
tle-fields of the Southern rebellion—these, 
and many more, are every moment more or 
less exposed to the danger of fire. 

Five Historical and Antiquarian Societies 
of the country have secured safe and com- 
modious buildings for their libraries and col- 
lections, viz. : 

1. In 1819, at the private expense of 
Isaiah Thomas, the munificent founder of 
the American Antiquarian Society, a brick 
building was erected, at an expense of 
$10,000, for the use of that institution. It 
was forty by fifty feet in size, two stories 
high, with two wings, each twenty by twen- 
ty-eight feet. After thirty years’ occupancy 


|of this building, finding that the location 


produced dampness, and that enlarged ac- 
commodations were greatly needed, the So- 
ciety made arrangements for a new build- 
ing, which was completed in 1853, at a cost 
of $18,000—of which its President, Hon. 
Stephen Salisbury, contributed $5000, and 
the site for the building. Itis fifty by eighty 
feet in size, with a basement and main story, 
forty-two feet from the ground to the eaves, 
The Library numbers 26,000 volumes, and 
ample provision by alcoves and galleries is 
made for the future increase. 

2. The New York Historical Society, the 
second institution of the kind founded in 
the country, was without a permanent abode 
of its own for over fifty years after its or- 
ganization, its treasur essubjected to frequent 
removals, and liable at all times, in their in- 
secure places of deposit, to be destroyed by 
fire—and once meeting with a very narrow 
escape. ‘In 1847,” observes its President, 
Hon. Luther Bradish, “the New York His. 
torical Society, then comparatively few in 
numbers, and feeble in pecuniary resources, 
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but deeply impressed with the great and in- 
creasing value of its Library and Collections, | 
and with the danger to which they were 
exposed, took the incipient steps for the 
erection of a new fire-proof edifice for the 
reception and preservation of that Library 
and those Collections, and for the general 
accommodation of the Society. This en- 
terprise, under the circumstances, might 
well, as it did, to the timid and even pru- 
dent, seem hardy. It was indeed bold. 
For the Society resolved upon an undertak- 
ing of great magnitude and importance, 
involving a large expenditure of money, 
without having in its treasury a single dol- 
lar for its achievement. But the Society 
relied upon the intelligence and known lib- 
erality of New York, in the confident belief | 
that her public spirit would not permit an 
object of such conceded merit and of so great 
public concernment, to fail for the want 
of necessary means for its accomplishment. 
It was, therefore, determined that an appeal, 
accompanied by a statement of facts, should | 
be made to the public generally, and to the 
friends of historical literature in particular, 
for aid in the accomplishment of this great 
object of general interest. Most nobly did 
the public of New York respond to this 
appeal.” A noble fire-proof edifice was, in 
due time, erected, the foundation fund for 
which was the generous bequest of five 
thousand dollars by Miss Elizabeth Demilt, 
a benevolent maiden lady of that city. The 
total cost of the building alone was about 
$70,000, and the site and furniture $15,000 
more. It was appropriately dedicated Nov. 
3, 1857, when the historian Bancroft and 
others took part in the interesting exercises. 
The Library numbers 25,000 volumes, 

8. The Massachusetts Historical Society, 
the venerable pioneer of its kind, founded 
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| scripts, and a Gallery of Fine Arts. 





in 1791, purchased, in 1835, the upper por- 
tion of a large stone building, about forty | 
by eighty-four feet, and completed the pur- | 
chase of the entire building, in 1856, at a 
cost of $35,000, and has fitted it up for its 
Library, Gallery, and Collections—including 
a separate apartment for the splendid Dowse 
Library, the free-will gift of the late Thomas | 
Dowse, numbering some 5000 volumes of 
the choicest editions of the most desirable | 
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standard works in the English language. 


The Society and Dowse Libraries together 
number 13,000 volumes, 2000 unbound pam- 
phlets, and a Gallery of 70 portraits, mostly 
of New England worthies, 

4, The Maryland Historical Society, found- 
ed in 1843, erected in 1848, in conjunction 
with two other Library societies, one of 
which has since transferred its book collec- 
tions to the Historical Society, an elegant 
and commodious building, at a cost of over 
$28,000. The Library proper of the So- 
ciety in 1854, contained 2123 volumes, of 
which over 300 were volumes of Gazettes ; 
but the Baltimore Library, a miscellaneous 
collection, has since been transferred to the 
Society, bringing up the number of its Li- 
brary to 15,000 volumes, with many manu- 
The 
rooms of the Society are furnished in an 
elegant manner, with solid oak book-cases, 
tables, and chairs—the furniture alone being 
valued at $8000. 

5. The Rhode Island Historical Society 
was founded in 1822. The State having 
made a grant of $500, and having a suitable 
lot donated for a building site, the Society 
was stimulated to raise a building fund, 
which, after a few years, was increased to 
several thousand dollars, when, in 1844, a 
suitable stone edifice, thirty and a half by 
fifty and a half feet, was erected for the So- 
ciety’s Library and Collections. The Libra- 
ry numbers 3000 volumes, including many 
manuscripts, and valuable files of Rhode 
Island newspapers. 

Other Historical Societies are moving in 
the same direction. That of Maine has re- 
ceived from the Legislature of that State 
a donation of Land, which has been sold for 
$6000, to aid in the erection of a permanent 
edifice ; the New Jersey Historical Society, 
founded in 1845, and having about 3000 
volumes, has commenced raising funds for 
a building; while the Minnesota Historical 
Society, founded a few months later than 
ours; has purchased a lot, and commenced 


securing pledges for the erection of a suita- 
ble edifice. 


With such incentives before us—and sev- 
eral of them by institutions possessing less 
valuable Collections than ours, ought we not 
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to feel tapelied to m: sho an earnest effort | 
to provide early and safe accommodations 
for the invaluable treasures committed to 


our charge, and which are imperilled every | 
of the edifice being built within a reasona- 


moment until a fire-proof building is secured 
for their preservation? If these were once 
destroyed, no labor or wealth of man could 
replace a tithe of them. And though we 
may estimate the total value of our Library 
and Collections, in round numbers, at fifty 
thousand doliars, yet it is a difficult matter 
to properly estimate such collections by dol- 
lars and cents, when we bear in mind that 
many of the works could never be duplicated 
at any price. Some of the volumes have cost 
as high as sixty dollars, others twenty-five, 
and others twenty, while others still have 
not cost as many cents. 
things, so totally unlike in value, should 
never be thought of; and estimating the 
value of a Library by the number of its vol- 
umes, would be about as correct as it would 
be to estimate its worth by its weight. 
Milton has left us a suggestive admoni- 
tion: “ As good almost kill a man, as kill a 
good book; who kills a man, kills a reason- 
able creature—God’s image; but he who 
destroys a good book, kills reason itself, 
kills the image of God, as it were, in the 
eye.” If the destruction of a single good 
book involves such a loss, what should be 
thought of our crimin: lity, if by our negli- 
gence, our niggardliness, or love of ease, we 
should permit a whole Library—the largest, 
with two exceptions, in the entire North- 
west—to be constantly exposed to the dan- 
gers and vicissitudes of partial or wholesale 
destruction by fire? “A Library,” says 
Beecher, “is not a luxury, but one of the 
necessities of life.’ As we feel it to be our 
incumbent duty to provide for the comfort, 
the health, and the safety of ourselves and 
loved ones, so should we make liberal pro- 


vision for the safety and usefulness of our | 


public libraries. They exert a silent but 
mighty influence upon the destinies of our 
race. 


There are some who, without duly con- | 


sidering what is really needed to meet the 
present and prospective requirements of a 


Society like this, imagine that some suitable | 
| the time he chooses to take. 


room in the new capitol building might be 


Averaging such | 
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| easaned for the purpose. The two wings 

one completed, and the other soon to be so 
—vcan offer no spare room for this object; 
nor is there any prospect of other portions 


ble time to meet our growing wants—and 
even if already erected, they could not af- 
ford rooms of sufficient capacity to accom- 
modate the Society. When only eight years 
have transpired since the efficient re-organi- 
zation of the Society, the rooms now so well 
filled, and which cover a space of forty-five 
by sixty-five feet, with alcove accommoda- 
tions, are already too limited for shelf-room, 
picture gallery, maps, and cabinet of curios- 
ities, to say nothing of much needed rooms 
for Society meetings, for package and stor- 
age, and fuel and heating purposes. Besides, 
we need to be admonished by the destruc- 
tion of the Quebec Historical Society, in 
consequence of the burning of the Canadian 


| Parliament buildings, and of the newspaper 


and historical gatherings of Henry Stevens, 
by the burning of the Vermont State House, 
that such a collection as ours should have 
a building exclusively by itself, fire-proof 
throughout, and not rely upon Government 
buildings for cramped and uncertain quar- 
ters. 

Pertinent to the subject under discussion, 
is the following extract of a letter from 
Hon. Henry S. Randall, formerly Secretary 
of State of New York, and author of a val- 
uable and extended “ Life of Jefferson,” 
and who, a few years since, presented our 
Society with one hundred rare and precious 
manuscript letters of the great chiefs of the 
Revolution, and proposed to make the So- 
ciety the residuary legatee of a still larger 
collection of historical autographs: “ But is 
one all-important thing attended to? Are 
you safe from fire? If not, some unpropi- 
tious day will leave your Society and State 
plundered of these things which can never be 
replaced! If any member of your Society 
thinks it an easy thing to pick up these inter- 
esting remains of the past in the highway, 
let him go to work, and see how long it 
will take him to get together again only t the 
one hundred letters I sent you! The chan- 
ces are two to one that he will fail, with all 
It would be a 
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work of the merest chance to get them to- | 


gether again. By all manner of means have 
a fire-proof building. Don’t look at size 
and splendor—but safety. A brick house in 
an isolated position, with iron shutters and 
shelves, could be constructed at a very mod- 
erate cost, if you will only let the fancy 
work go, and let fancy wait till the next 
generation. It can’t be but that your Legis- 
lature would make the necessary appropria- 
tion. If not, appeal to the public-spirited 
citizens of your State to raise the necessary 
means by subscription.” 

“T am greatly pleased,” writes Gen. Wm. 
R. Smith, the venerable historian of Wis- 
consin, “to learn of the late acquisitions to 
the Society’s Library. We daily feel the 
absolute necessity of a fire-proof building. 
Our valuable properties are now always ex- 


posed to accident, and we are never free | 


from absolute danger. Ilow desirable it is 


that we should be in a condition of safety! 
Perhaps now is the appointed time, and the 
generous offer of Gen. Mills will be the pre- 
cursor of happy events for our much cher- 


ished Historical Society.” 
“T am glad to learn,” writes our worthy 
President, I. A. Lapham, “that our Society 


is making such good progress in filling the | 
Library with such valuable books and pa-| 
certainly | 


pers. Our collections now are 
worthy of a better and more secure place of 
deposit. I hope the project to erect a fire- 
proof building may be carried out fully; 
and the thanks of the 
to Gen. Mills for his very liberal offer 
lot on which to erect it.” 

Hon. Cyrus W oodman, one of the Society’s 
earliest and most steadfast friends, writes: 
“Tam much pleased to hear that you are 
making an effort to secure the necessary 
means for the erection of a fire-proof build- 
ing for the Wisconsin Historical Society. 
The Society has already a collection which 
is exceeded in value but by few similar col- 
lections in the country; and it is altogether 


of a 


too valuable to be exposed, as it now is, to | 


destruction by fire, 
year increasing.” 
“J should regard the loss of the Society’s 
collections,” writes Gen. James Sutherland, 
of Jamesville, “as a calamity equal to that 


and the value is every 


‘ * | 
Society are now due | 
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of the loss of all the State archives in the 
capitol. It has occurred to me, that the 
State should do something, at least, towards 
this object ; if not, let us, as soon as is prac- 
ticable, commence the erection of a building 
for that purpose.” And in past years, such 
men as Timothy O. Howe, John B. Martin, 
Henry 8. Baird, A. A. Townsend, and C. 
A. Stevens, have substantially said: “ Such 
a collection as that of our Historical Society 
deserves a fire-proof edifice, and when the 
Society moves in the matter, we will gladly 
contribute towards so desirable an object.” 

The urgent necessity for a fire-proof edi- 
fice is sufliciently patent to all. The real ques- 
tion is not, therefore, whether such a build- 
ing is needed, but whether adequate pledges 
for a Building Fund can be secured in such 
trying times as these, when the anxieties of 
all classes are so completely absorbed in the 
hereulean efforts to quell the great South- 
ern rebellion? A generous citizen of Mad- 
ison,—and one of its pioneer settlers,—Gen, 
Srweon Mixrs, has tendered the Society a 
valuable and suitable corner-lot for a build- 
ing site, provided the Society will erect 
thereon and inclose a proper building to 
meet its wants within five years; which of- 
fer has been gratefully accepted on the part 
of the Society, pledging its faithful efforts 
to raise the needful amount, in the form of 
notes, without interest, payable in five equal 
annual instalments, and to commence the 
erection of the building before the close of 
1866. 

It is peculiarly creditable to a country 
and people to be willing and ready to make 
sacrifices for the public good in times of 
great national distress and calamity. Look 
at the sacrifices of Prussia! “ Prussia,” says 
Bancroft, “in the hour of its sufferings and 
its greatest calamities, renovated its exist- 
ence partly by the establishment of schools.” 
From 1806 until 1812, while at the mercy 
of Napoleon the nation was stripped of its 
revenues, and even robbed of the income of 
the endowments of its literary and benevo- 
lent institutions, and the whole country lit- 
erally oppressed and impoverished by its 
conquerors—yet it is the pride of Prussia, 


‘that at the time of her greatest humiliation 


and distress, her educational advancement, 
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the founding of universities, seminaries, and 
other public institutions, never flagged fora 
single moment—the Government proclaim- 
ing that they were “convinced that libera- 
tion from extraordinary calamities is fruit- 
less, and only to be effected by a thorough 
improvement of the people’s education.” 

Similar sacrifices were freely made by our 
Revolutionary fathers all through their per- 
ilous contest with the mother country. In 
the month of December, 1776, at one of the | 
gloomiest and most critical periods of the 
war, when Philadelphia was threatened by 
the British, and just before Washington and 
his little band recrossed the Delaware to 
attack the enemy at Trenton, the Pennsyl- 
vania Council of Safety, then assembled at 
Philadelphia, while almost literally in session 
day and night, meeting at two o'clock in 
the morning, providing arms, ammunition, 
blankets, clothing, and provisions for the 
winter campaign, and hurrying forward new 
levies of troops—at this time, as the Coun- 
cil of Safety justly termed it, of “ eminent 
public danger,” and a time too of the direst 
poverty of the people, they unanimously re- 
solved to open the public schools, declaring 
that “the education of youth should be car- 
ried on as usual,” 

Such were the bright examples of the self- 
sacrificing spirit of our patriotic forefathers 
—examples all the more honorable as they 
shone forth so conspicuously at a period of 
such universal public gloom, and amid the 
wide-spread poverty and sufferings of a 
struggling people, It would seem, that in 
such times of great public calamity, men 
lose much of their ordinary selfish and sor- 
did love of property,—perhaps, because, in 
yart, of the precarious tenure by which it is 
held but more particularly because of the 
powerful appeals the very times and circum- 
stances make to their latent generous im- 
pulses—and thus, while liberally providing 
for the wants of their struggling country, 
they also provide for the education of their 
children, and the founding and maintenance 
of needful public institutions. Wealth and 
means thus consecrated, cannot but prove 
in a high degree benefici ial to a grateful and 
appreciative “people. 

We now appeal to the friends of the} 





| priceless collections, 
‘and Future, let us in the Present secure the 
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State Historical Society of Wisconsin for 
pledges for the building fund. Precious 
treasures have been committed to our 
charge, and the heroic devotion of the sons 
of Wisconsin on the battle-fields of the pend- 
ing contest, are constantly bringing new 
additions to these historic stores, in the 
shape of narratives and trophies; and we 
are responsible to our predecessors, to the 
present generation, and to those who suc- 
ceed us, for the faithful preservation of these 
“Trustees for the Past 


records of the first for the instruction of the 
last.” 


Mapwon, Sept. 15, 1862. 


DELANCEY’S FINAL DEPAR- 
TURE FROM WESTCHESTER. 
BY J. M. MACDONALD, 
(Read before the New York Historical Society, 1861.] 


Ir had now long been evident, that the war 
was drawing to a close, and those Whigs 


whom civil strife had driven into volun- 
tary exile, had been for some time réturn- 
ing. The refugees from above, and the loy- 


|alists in general who had been active sup- 


porters of the crown, were busied with prep- 
arations to leave their native country, for 
the purpose of seeking new homes in the 
wilderness of Nova Scotia. Although to 
these the Government of Great Britain lent 
its aid with no stinted hand, yet when they 
came to abandon the land of their fathers, 
it was with saddened spirits and * lingering 
looks behind,” like those who underwent 
the primeval banishment from Eden. 
Among the most reluctant of the exiles, 
was the celebrated commander of the “West- 
chester Refugees.” The Commonwealth of 
New York, by a formal act of her Legisla- 


| ture ; had withdrawn from him her protec- 


tion, had declared his estate, real and per- 
isonal, to be forfeited to the people; had 
banished him forever, and in case of his re- 
turn to the State at any future time, de- 
clared him thereby guilty of felony, and 
sentenced him to death without benefit of 
clergy. Yet notwithstanding his attainder 

and the approaching relinquishment of royal 
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authority, he had clung to his early home 
with all the fondness of an infant for the 
bosom of its mother, and that too, long af- 
ter a further stay had become dangerous. 
Of all the Tories, he was most obnoxious to 
the violent Whigs; and when, by common 
consent, a cessation of active hostilities 
took place, individual enterprise had made 
more than one effort to carry him off. From 
some of these attempts he had narrowly es- 
caped ; but the British outposts in West- 
chester were now about to be withdrawn, 
and personal safety compelled him to seek 
another abode. 

It was on a brilliant morning, in one of 
the last days of April, that Colonel James 
Delancey took his final departure from West 
Farms. A bright vernal sun gilded hill and 
plain, birds sang their matin hymns, and 
early flowers were beginning to bloom. 
Nature seemed to revel in the freshness and 
beauty of infancy. Under such circum- 
stances the youthful heart beats high. Even 
the weary pilgrim of life, while approaching 
his journey’s end, can sometimes pause to 
look upon a scene like this, and for a mo- 


ment fancy himself rejuvenated. But the 
welcome sounds and cheerful sights that 
move in the pageant of spring, awakened no 
responsive feelings in the “Outlaw of the 
Bronx,” who, with a heavy heart mounted 
his horse, and riding to the dwellings of his 


neighbors, bade them each farewell. The 
last upon whom he called, though much his 
senior in years, had been a friend and asso- 
ciate from early life, and was just returned 
to the farm, which civil dissension had com- 
pelled him, for a while, to abandon. “ Hunt,” 
said the colonel, “I have called to bid you | 
ood-by. I hope you may prosper.” “I 
on’t know how that will be,” answered the 
husbandman. “ Peace, it is true, has come 
at last, but I am now a poor man with a| 
large family to provide for. My cattle have 
all been stolen, my negroes have run away, 
my fences are burnt up, and my house and 
barns in ruin, Of all my property, nothing | 
now remains but naked fields; I don’t know 
how I shall get along.” “I say no more,” | 
replied Delancey. ‘Look at me. You can 





remain here and cultivate your lands in quiet, 
while J must leave my native country, never | 
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to return!” As he spoke these prophetic 
words, he turned in the saddle and gazed 
once more on Bronxdale, which in all its 
beauty, lay full before him. His paternal 
fields, and every object presented to his 
view were associated with the joyful recol- 
lections of early life. The consciousness 
that he beheld them all for the last time, 
and the uncertainties to be encountered in 
the strange country to which banishment 
was consigning him, conspired to awaken 
emotions, such as the sternest bosom is some- 
times compelled to entertain. It was in 
vain that he struggled to suppress feelings 
which shook his iron heart. Nature soon 
obtained the mastery, and he burst into 
tears. After weeping with uncontrollable 
bitterness for a few moments, he shook his 
ancient friend by the hand, ejaculated with 
difficulty the words of benediction: “God 
bless you, Theophilus!” and spurring for- 
ward, turned his back forever upon his na- 
tive valley. 


LETTERS OF GEN. WAYNE TO GEN. 
VINE, 1778-1784. 


No. VII. 
Camp at Totowa 7th Nov’r 1780. 

My Dear Generat: here we are yet— 
we shall certainly move towards the Dela- 
ware—how far from Morristown I can’t say, 
perhaps the old Hutts—the other people 
will march northward. 

there is some powowing—poor Col? Og- 
den & Cap‘ Dayton were surprised in their 
| beds the night before last in the Vicinity of 
Elizabeth town, whilst on the business of In- 
telligence, & Carried to New York. 

Inclosed is a long letter to Gov! Reed—I 
need not urge you to give weight to the 
Ideas—a Seventh Regt we must have at all 
events. 

a Second Embarkation is talked of at New 
York—Gen! Phillips is appointed in Orders 
to the Command of the British Granad™ 
& Light Infantry. 

Gen! Thompson Col? McGaw &c* &c* are 
exchanged—our Major Gen! is talked of to 
Command in this state-—if so I shall cer- 


IR- 
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tainly ask for—& if not granted, take a fur- 
lough. 
After perusing you’l please to seal & De- 
liver the Inclosed, let me hear from you. 
Adieu & believe me yours 
most affectionately 


Ant® WayYNE. 
Gen’. Irvine. 


No. VIII. 
Mount Kensie, 6th Dec’r 1780. 

My Dear Genera: We arrived here 
the 30“ ultimo & found a very great pro- 
portion of the Hutts destroyed, but by col- 
lecting the materials still left, to the Ground 
Occupied by Gen! Hands Brigade & Im- 
proving those of his yet standing we shall 
get under cover in the course of this Week. 

the other part of the army at West Point 
& New Windsor, the latter is also Head 
Quarters.—I should have excepted the Jer- 
sey troops, who are at Pompton & Subject 
of my Command,—by very recent Intelli- 
gence, the Enemy have a move in Contem- 
plation, some say a further Embarkation, 
others a grand forage, but a late manceuvre 
of boats (not the Marquisses) seem to demon- 
strate a field Operation—they landed One 
Hundred Pontoons on Boats on Staten Isl- 
and this day week which are now on tray- 
elling carriages on the hill West of the 
Works near the Watering place, the Gren- 
adiers & Light Infantry under Major Gen! 
Phillips are also said to have taken post on 
that Island about four days since. 

I wish those people would remain quiet 
for a Week or two longer, until our Hutts 
are completed & Coats mended, we will 
then be in a more decent situation to re- 
ceive our Quondam friends; beside they 
may expect to meet a warmer reception, as 
beacons &c' are preparing to announce their 
advance to the good people of Jersey, who 
have agreed to welcome their approach by 
three vollies—which I think is as much as 
can be reasonably expected from a Militia. 

I have this moment rec‘ a long letter from 
Gov! Reed—matters do not go on in the 
Civil Council with that Unanimity I could 
wish,—I fear a paper War will (if it has not 
already) commence between our Agents and 
men in power whom you least suspect,— 
I am sorry for it, as in it’s consequences it 
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| may create a Coolness & Jealousy very preju- 


dicial to the General Canse. 

Our Major has taken Quarters four Miles 
from Camp, & left an aid to put every 
thing in Order by the time he returns; 
from the tenor of my Orders I should not 
think he can expect to Command, however 
they are of such a nature, as will require an 
explanation, before it can take place; more 
of this when I see you. 

Yours most sincerely 


AntT* WAYNE. 
Gen’ IRVINE. 


N. B. I rec! yours of the 19" Ultimo, & 
have not Omitted any Opportunity of Writ- 
ing to our friends—Rumor says Gen! Hand 
is to be Adj’ General Scammel has re- 
signed, No other will certainly succeed 
him, 


No. IX. 


Fox Cuase 5th Feb’y 1781 
7 O’Clock P M. 


Dear GENERAL : I have been contemplat- 
ing on the representation from the Council 
to Congress ever since I left the City—the 
sins of the officers (if any) are now trans- 
ferred from the State, against the United 
States,—had they taken it in the point of 
view that a supreme body in full powers of 
Government might construe it,—would we 
have been consulted this day on the Occa- 
sion,— 

why did the Appeal go to Congress,—& 
why was that body—so tenacious of our 
honor & feelings,—if an explanation is ne- 
cessary,—to whom ought it to be made? 

I will be in town on Wednesday after- 
noon,—I write this with a piece of stick— 
therefore can’t be explicit—will you & our 
worthy boys think of the affair until I see 
you, I have reason to wish it 

Adieu my Dear Sir 
Yours Sincerely, 
. Ant*® WAYNE. 
Gen’L. Irvine. 
No. X. 
Par’ 10th March 1781 

My Dear Genera: You were Informed 
of the Resolve of Congress for our line to 
compose part of the Southern Army—since 
which I have rect Order from General 
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Washington, a copy whereof is inclosed,— 
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Penns" Line shall compose part of the South- 


the Marquis Imparted to me the Object’ of} ern Army, & have Ordered it to proceed to 


his Detatchment (it is the traitor Arnold) 
he has no body except one or two Lieu! Col- 
onels capable of giving Council—it was 
therefore the Generals wish that I should 
accompany him at all events, but don’t 
choose to proceed without a few troops ;— 
I expect to put the Artillery & Stewart’s 

Regiment in motion by the 20" Instant for 
the head of Elk, at which place all the De- 
tatchments on this side the Susquehanna 
will embark, those of the first & fourth, In- 
cluding the 10" & 7° will march for Balti- 
more, I will endeavour to procure Camp 
equipage for the whole, but if there are 
arms & accoutrements at Clarlisle sufficient 
to equip the troops on your side the River, 
it will save time trouble & expence ;— 
our prospects of Clothing are gloomy, —lin- 
nen, shoes & blankets we shall not be at a 
loss for,—I procured two thousand Overalls 
of excellent Quality, by a maneuvre this 
morning, but keep it a secret from Council, to 
the end that we may be the more plentifully 
supplied ;—the Inclosed paper contains the 
latest Intelligence, except the taking of S' 
Eustatia by Adm! Rodney with 40 Ameri- 
can vessels in the Harbour, the loss must be 
severely felt by our Merchants, but we have 
this consolation, that the Dutch must take 
a Decisive part supported by the Other 
armed neutral powers. 

I want much to see you before I leave 
this place, I have matters to communicate 
Viva Voce that I can’t commit to paper, In- 
deed your presence in this City is Indispen- 
sibly necessary, I have some ground to be- 
lieve that our Major General, is determined 
to look Northerly, therefore little will be 
done without your presence & close atten- 
tion, Col? Richt Butler will be able to In- 
form you of many matters, relating to men 
& measures. 

Adieu my Dear General & believe me 

yours most Sincerely 
Ant® Wayne. 


Gen’ IRVINE. 


No. XI. 


Heap Quarters New Winpsor, 
26th Feb’y 1781. 


Dear Sir: Congress, as you will have 
been informed ‘have determined, that the 


Virginia, in detatchments, as they may be in 
readiness to March, I have given Gen! S! 
Clair directions to carry the resolve into ex- 
ecution as speedily as possible, 

I think it essential that one of the Briga- 
Giers should proceed with the first Detatch- 
ment, that he may be at hand to receive & 
form the remainder as they arrive, this may 
be the more necessary, as the presence of 
an Officer of Rank may be requisite to re- 
store that Discipline which the late convul- 
sion will have in some degree destroyed, 
Gen! Irvine being employed upon the re- 
cruiting Business, this duty of course de- 
volves upon you. 

I have directed Gen! S! Clair, if cireum- 
stances will admit of the Detatchment under 
the Command of the Marquis going down 
the Chesapeak by water, to endeavour to 
take the Opportunity of sending as many as 
possible by the same conveyance, you will 
in that case, either make use of the water 
passage, or proceed by land & meet the 
troops at their place of Debarkation, as you 
may think best, but I imagine you will pre- 
fer the former when the Marquis informs 
you of the Odject of the Detatchment. 

Wherever your duty calls you, I shall 
wish you happiness & success, as I am 

with very true Esteem 
Dear Sir 
your most Ob! and 
Hum! Sert 
Copy G° WasHINGTON. 
Grn’L Wayne. 
No. XII. 
Puw’a 25th March 1781. 

My Dear GENERAL: I have been favored 
with two of yours—the last dated Patrick’s 
day in the morning—you are not to D—n 
any of the Virtuous Sons of a society who 
unanimously elected you one of their body, 
you’l therefore permit me to congratulate 
you on the Occasion. 

there has nothing been yet done in As- 
sembly respecting the recruiting service, 
other than the gratuity of Nine Pounds to 
the retained Soldiers—nor have they made 
any alteration in the Law for settling the 
Depreciation. Many of them see the Jus: 
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tice & absolute necessity of putting our 
Certificates on Interest & fixing a period 
for their redemption others are adverse to 
it,—in short there is an unworthy supine- 
ness & torpidity which pervades all our 
civil Councils, and prevents the execution 
of any spirited Operation. Arnold yet 
holds his post—Cornwallis is halted & 
seemingly waiting the advance of Gen! 
Greene, who is not equal to him in numbers 
—thus two little bodies of men keep all the 
Southern States at bay—who by a spirited 
exertion might crush them in an hour,— 
Congress keep urging the State to forward 
such part of the Line as can be put in mo- 
tion with all possible Dispatch—I have been 
knocking at every door from the Assemb] 
up to Congress, to furnish a little money & 
the Necessary Clothing—they all present 
me that Gorgon head an exhausted treasu- 
ry, however we have been able to Obtain 
about 400 Uniform Coats— 3000 pair of 
Overalls about 1500 Waistcoats an equal 
number of Shoes & Shirts, together with 
Arms Accoutrements & the necessary Camp 
equipage for about 1200 men these will be 
forwarded to York except the Articles of 
Clothing which will be Immediately sent to 
the respective rendezvous with the greatest 
expedition in proportion to the number of 
privates—after deducting the 100 Suits al- 
ready furnished each regiment—which we 
shall suppose distributed to the Non Com- 
missioned Officers & privates—the Musick 
being furnished with Scarlet. 

I expect to be in York within the Course 
of ten days—we have nothing newer than the 
paper except that the French & British 
fleets were in Contact on the 16" the Issue 
not known. 

Adieu my Dear Sir & believe me 

yours most Sincerely 


: AnTY WAYNE. 
Gen’ IrvINE. 


No. XIII. 


Pui’a 10th April 1781. 
My Dear Generat: I have to acknowl- 
edge the rec! of two of your favors, the first 
by Major Moore, the other by express, dated 
the 6" Instant, Iam much Obliged by the 
Ideas you convey, & have prevailed pon 
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Gen! S! Clair to adopt them, as you’l see 
the Orders sent to Col? Butler. 

Every thing is now in perfect readiness 
for the Detatchment except money, & that 
essential will be furnished in a day or two, 
not only for the gratuity, but three months 
pay; I also expect a Supplement to the De- 
preciation Act will take place this mornin 
for paying off one third or Quarter part & 
putting the remainder upon Interest, & fix- 
ing a period for its redemption. 

A Committee are now preparing a bill for 
the Completion of our Quota of troops & 
are to adopt the Ideas we conveyed to the 
same early in Feb? 

Our public Intelligence is, that S' Harry 
Clinton with a large body of troops is pre- 
paring to take post on the Isthmus between 
the Head of Elk & New Castle, rumour 


says he sailed last friday,—for my own part 
I give little Credit to the Account—I am 
Confident that the Southern States is the 
real Object however they attempt to divert 
our attention. 

You shall hear from me again before I 


leavethis place. The Clothing Arms &c* are 
on their way for Yorktown at which place 
I hope to see you in a few days. 

I shall therefore conclude with an old 
truth that I am with much Esteem 

Your sincere friend & 
Hum! Ser: 
Ant*® WAYNE. 


N. B. My best Compliments to Butler & 
the Gentlemen at Carlisle. 
Gen’ IRVINE. 
No. XIV. 
Woopsons Ferry James River 
16th July 1781. 
My Dear Generat: The retreat of Lord 
Cornwallis to Portsmouth & the advance of 
Colo. Tarleton with about nine hundred 
men, Cavalry & Infantry towards South 
Carolina, probably with a view of put- 
ting Gen! Green in a disagreeable Situa- 
tion has determined the Marquis La fayettee 
to order the Penns* and Virginia troops un- 
der my Command to that Quarter, 
The Smallness of our Numbers has also 
induced us to throw the Penns” into two 
3attalions sending. field and other Officers 
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from each Corps sufficient to bring on as 
many men as may be in readiness to rein- 
force us together with Shoes and other arti- 
cles of Clothing of which we..... 

.... first left York our Numbers were great- 
ly deficient, those who were returned sick 
Absent still remain in Penns* which added 
to the loss sustained in action and those 
other Casualties incident to all armies, ren- 
ders it absolutely necessary to call for a rein- 
forcement from each Reg! By a Comparative 
view of the within return, with that sent from 
York; you will see the neecssity of forward- 
ing all such as may be Clothed and equiped 
with all possible dispatch. 

I have the pleasure to Inform you that a 
few days respite has restored many Men 
who from fatigue were begining to fall Sick, 
and that a great proportion of our wounded 
will be able to take the field in a little time. 

May I hope for your Influence on this 
occation 


Brieapier Gen’t Irvine. Ant” Warne, 
mV. 
Camp at Bottoms Brineg, 16 Miles 
East of Richmond, 14th Aug’t 1781. 

My Dear Generar; Such marching & 
countermarching was never equalled but by 
that of Lord Cornwallis, who since the ac- 
tion of the 6" ult? has moved some hun- 
dreds of miles sometimes by Land & some- 
times by water & is now returned to the 
spot he left, about six weeks since, i. e. to 
York on the York river—which has Occa- 
sioned our return from near the Roanoake, 
—where his next move will be is difficult 
to Determine,—his Lordship has not shewn 
the least Inclination to see us since the af- 
fair at James Town I believe he is now 
waiting the arrival of John Murray (alias) 
Earl Dunmore, as he has been Ordered out 
by Lord G. Germain to restore peace & Or- 
der in the Subjugated Colony of Virginia, 
of which State he is titulary Gov. 

We shall look South in a few days I 
have a letter from His Excell’y Gen! Wash- 
ington in which he wishes Gen! Greene to 
be enabled to hold the advantages he has 
gaining in the Carolina’s & Georgia, as it will 
have the most happy Political consequences 
on the Other side the water, after the af- 
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fected subjugation of these States, which 
was Officially announced by the Court of 
Britain to the several Court of Europe. I 
wish to God you were with us at the head 
of the 1000 troops you mention Apropos, 
have you Clothing for them? we are truly 
in a Distressed Condition for want Shoe’s & 
overalls, we also want shirts neadles & 
thread, let these articles be forwarded with 
all possible Dispatch, 

This will be handed to you by Lieu! Craw- 
ford, who has under his Conduct the wives 
& Children belonging to our Soldiers, noth- 
ing would have made the separation tolera- 
ble but my promising them rations at York 
town until we return. 

I must therefore desire you to give the 
Necessary Orders on the Occation, as it is a 
duty we owe, not only to Humanity, but an 
act of Justice to the brave worthy Soldiers 
who are the fathers & Husbands of these 
Women & Children. 

Be so obliging as make my Compliments 
acceptable to the Officers of the line & all 
our friends in your Vicinity 

& believe me with sincere Esteem 
Your most Ob! 
& very 
Hum! Ser! 
Ant*® Wayne. 
No. XVI. 
Warywnesporoven 18th May 1781 

Dear Generat: The revolution of Amer- 
ica is an event, that will fill the brightest 
page of history to the end of time; & the 
conduct of her Officers & Soldiers will be 
handed down to the latest ages as a model 
of Virtue, perseverance & bravery ;—the 
smallness of their numbers, & the unparalled 
hardships & excess of difficulties & dangers 
that they have encountered, in the defence of 
this Country, from her coldest to her hotest 
Sun :—places them in a point of view, hurtful 
to the eyes of the leaders of faction & party, 
who possessed neither the virtue or forti- 
tude to meet the Enemy in the field, & see- 
ing the involuntary deference yet paid by 
the bulk of the people to their protectors 
& Deliverers,—envy that green eyed mos- 
ter, will stimulate them to seize with avid- 
ity eyery pretext, to depreciate the merits 


Gen’ Irving. 
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of those who have filled the breach & bled 
at every pore :—nor is this Caitiff principle 
the growth of any particular Country or 
Climate. 

* The Republics of Greece, Rome, Athens 
&c* furnish precidents innumerable for them 
to go upon, & the Order of Cincinnati was 
a favorable opening for them to enter, which 
with the sophistical & laboured perform- 
ance of an angry disappointed man, has 
served as a baneful medicine to poison the 
minds of the people & prejudice them against 
us :—who as you justly observe “have been 
put in possession of extreme of liberty at 
too cheap a rate, to feel the real blessings 
attendant upon peace & Independance.” 

For my own part, I believe that there are 
too many of our Citizens that would not 
hesitate, to wipe off the large debt due to 
the army, with a Sponge—an attempt to 
strike off the Commutation was made at the | 
last Sessions. It was moved & carried to be | 





left out of the Land Office bill on the second | 
reading, & it was with difficulty that I got it | 


inserted in the third—I thought it essential | 
to have it adopted by the house in some | 
manner, but more of this when I see you. 

As to the business of the Cincinnati it is 
done away—not by magnanamously resign- 
ing the whole & publishing to the World, 
the reasons for this—the last sacrifice, that | 
even envy, or Idle prejudice could demand 
or exact from us—but pitifully attempting 
to possess a Shaddow, when the Substance | 
is gone, as you’l see by the Inclosed Cireu- 
lar letter. 

Adieu my Dear Sir—if you can prevail | 
upon two or three honest fellows to accom- 
pany you & take Quarters at Waynesbor- 
ough on your way to the Second Sessions of 
Censors you will meet with a sincere .... 

Ant® WayNE. 


No. XVII. 
Gen. Wayne to Gen. Washinaton, 
“Smira’s Warre Hovse, 
Sep’t 27th, 1780. 
“Dear Srr: Your letter of yesterday, 
from Robinson House came to hand be- 


* The Hottentots hold that after killing a good man, 
the Assassin possesses his soul—if the leaders of faction 
have adopted this Idea I could almost forgive them for 
their own are D—n bad, 
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tween seven and eight o’clock last evening. 
As the Troops were much fatigued on ac- 
count of loss of sleep, no prospect of any 
movements of the enemy up the river, and 
being in possession of, and commanding the 
pass by Storms, towards West Point, with 
a road in our rear to file off our Artillery, 
by Haverstraw Forge under the mountain 
to Suffrens, Gen’! Irvine and myself, thought 
it best to remain in this position till morn- 
ing, or until a move of the Enemy should 


take place; in the latter case to make a 


rapid march for West Point sending our 
Artillery and baggage, the route already 
mentioned, as soon as the latter should ar- 
rive. I forgot to mention to your Excel- 
lency that the 1st and 2nd Brigade marched 
from Tappan at a moment’s warning, leav- 
ing our Tents standing, Guards and Detach- 
ments out, and pushed with rapidity to 
secure this pass where it would be in our 
power to dispute the ground inch by inch, 
or to proceed to West Point as occasion 
might require, which was effected in as lit- 
tle time as ever so long a march was per- 
formed in.” 


No. XVIII. 
Gen. Wayne to 


“The detached and debilitated state of 
the Garrison at West Point insured success 


|to the assailants; the Enemy were in per- 


fect readiness for the enterprize and only 
waited the return of André to carry it 
into execution. The 26th was the day fixed 
on for this exploit and the discovery of Ar- 
nold’s treachery was not made until late on 
the 25th. At 12 o’clock on the morning of 
the 26th an express reached Gen’l Green 
from his Excellency who had fortunately 
arrived at West Point from Hartford to 
push on the nearest and best disciplined 
troops, with orders to gain the defile or 
pass under the Dunderburgh before the 
Enemy. 

“The first Pennsylvania Brigade moved 
immediately, and on the arrival of the 2nd 
Express I was speedily followed by our gal- 
lant friend Gen’! Irvine with the 2nd _ Bri- 
gade. Our march of 16 miles was performed 
in four hours during a dark night without a 
single halt or a man left behind. When 
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our approach was announced to the General 
he thought it fabulous, but when assured of 
the reality of his 10¢h Legion being near him, 
he expressed great satisfaction and pleasure.” 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE CIVIL WAR. 
(Siath Article.) 

Mr. Eprror, Dear Sir: In making a 
further contribution to your columns on the 
subject which has already occupied them 
much longer than I should have supposed 
possible, permit me to acknowledge, in this 
general manner, the kind services rendered 
by several contributors, whose assistance 
alone has enabled me to attain the present 
degree of completeness. It will be my priv- 
ilege, one day, I trust, to acknowledge these 
services in a more specific manner. Mean- 


| Fraser, John, Derby, Vt. 





while the addition, from any quarter, of even 
a single title, will be gratefully received. 

As it is desirable that some definite pe- 
riod should be assigned for the commence- 
ment of this literature, I have chosen as the | 
most natural date, the Conventions which 
were held during the summer of 1860, to 
nominate presidential candidates. The earli- 
est of these took place at Charleston, in 
April, of that year, and it will not be neces- | 
sary to go back of that or the previous month. | 

Trusting that the re-establishment of gov- | 
ernmental authority may not be long de- 
layed, 

I remain, with respect, 

Yours, very truly, 
8. HASTINGS GRANT. 


Mercantile Library Association, 
New York Crry, Oct. 10, 1862. 


SERMONS AND ADDRESSES. 


Abbott, Austin, Farmington, Me. Jnd. 
Bailey, Hon. A. H., Albany, N. Y. 
Belville, Jacob, Doylestown, Pa. 
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Our Soldiers’ Armor of Strength; comprising devotion- 


al exercises, scripture quotations, poetical contribu- | 
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Duties of the Colored Inhabitants of the District of | 
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of the Commissioners from Ohio. Washington, 
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Proceedings of the Convention at Charleston and Balti- 
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cratic Convention. Washington, 1860. 
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Stamp Tax Cards. 8. Goddard, New York. 
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wrongs, and their rightful. protections against the 
‘“ Irrepressible Conflict.”” By a State Rights Repub- 
lican. Jas. Woodhouse & Co., Richmond, 1860. 
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and arranged by J.H. Hobart Ward. New York, 1860. 
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HIST. MAG. VOL, VI. 4k 


HISTORICAL 


- 


0 


MAGAZINE. 34 
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Texas, and its late Military occupation and evacuation, 
D. Van Nostrand, New 


By an Officer of the Army. 
York, 

The Honest Man’s Book of Finance and Politics, show- 

| ing the Cause and Cure of Artificial Poverty, Dearth 
of Employment, Dulness of Trade, &., &e. New 
York, 1862. 

The Lesson of St. Domingo. How to make the War 
short, and the Peace righteous. From the New York 
Times. Boston, 1861. 

The Lost Ainbassadors. A Poem. 

The Lost Principle, or the Sectional Equilibrium. 
Barbarossa. 
Va., 1860. 

The Loyalty and Devotion of Colored Americans in the 
Revolution and War of 1812. R. F. Wallcut, Boston, 


By 
Jas. Woodhouse & Co., Richmond, 


1861. 

The Military Laws of the United States, relating to the 
Army, Volunteers, Militia, and to Bounty Land and 
Pensions, from 1776 to 1863. Compiled by John F. 
Callan. Geo, W. Childs, Philadelphia. 

The Militia Law of the State of Rhode Island, as passed 
August, 1862. Providence. 

The Militia Laws of the United States now in force, 
assed May, 1782, and July, 1862. Also the Militia 
aws of the State of New York, passed April, 1862. 

T. R. Dawley, New York. 

The National Loan; embracing an Appeal in its behalf, 

| the laws authorizing it, with forms, &, By S. P. 
Chase, Secretary ofthe Treasury. Washington, 1861, 

The National Tax. C. G. Constant, New York, 1862. 

| The Orpheus C. Kerr Papers. (By R. H. Newell.) 
Blakeman & Mason, New York, 1862. 

|The Programme of Peace. By a Democrat of the Old 
School. ‘icknor & Fields, Boston, 1862. 

The Question before us. Boston, 1862. 

| The Right and Propriety of Secession. By a Member 

| of the Richmond Bar (James Lyons). Richmond, 

| 1861. 

The Scldier’s Companion, Dedicated to the Defenders 
| of their Country in the Field. Walker, Wise & Co., 
| Boston. 
| The Southern States, and the Course to be pursued 
towards them. Washington, 1862. 
| The Stars and Stripes in Rebeldom. A Series of Pa- 
| pers by Federal Prisoners in Richmond, Tuscaloosa, 
and Salisbury, N.C. T. O. H. P. Burnham, Boston, 
| The Tax-payer’s Manual, &c., &c. D. Appleton & Co, 

New York. 

The Union; being a Condemnation of Mr. Helper’s 
Scheme, with a plan for the Settlement of the ** Ir- 

| repressible Conflict.” F. A. Brady, New York, 1860. 

|The United States Tariff of 1861. Office of Hunt's 
Merchant’s Magazine, New York. 

The Yankee Slave-dealer; or, an Abolitionist down 
South. A Tale for the Times. By a Texan. Nash- 
ville, 1860. 

Tracts for the Times, in Relation to African Labor, the 
Future Supply of Cotton, &c. New York, 1861. 

True and False Democracy. A Brief Synopsis of re- 
cent publications on this Subject, by J. S. Mill & 
Thos. Hare. Boston, 1862. 

Fs pap Tax Law, applicable to Banking. New 

ork, 

U.S. Tax Bill. Isaac E. Smith, New York. 

United States Tariff of 1862. Arranged by E. D. Og- 
den. Bogert, Barnes & Austin, New York. 
United States Tariff of 1862. H. D. Anstice. New 

York. 
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Vindication of Brig-gen. J. McKinstry, formerly Quar- 
ter-master of the Western Department. St. Louis, 
1862. 
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Ballads of the War. By A. J. H. Dugunne. 
Sumter. John Robins, New York. 

History of Liberty and Slavery, in all Ages und Nations. 
No. 1. Union Book Company, New York. 

Men of the Time. No. 1—Geuerals Halleck, Pope, 
Sigel, Corcoran, Prentiss, Kearney, Hatch, Augur. 
Beadle & Co., New York. 


No. 2— 


Societies and their Proceedings. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

New Encianp Historic-GENEALOGICAL 
Socirery.— Boston, Oct. 1, 1862.—A quar- 
terly meeting was held at the rooms, No, 13, 
Bromfield-street, on the afternoon of the 
above day, at 3 o’clock, the President, Win- 
slow Lewis, M. D., in the chair. 

William Reed Dean, Esq., Recording Sec- 
retary pro tem., read the proceedings of the 
last meeting. 

William B. Trask, Esq., Historiographer, 
read memoirs of Captain John F, Dunning, 
of the 22d Reg. Mass. Volunteers, and Rev. 
Stillman Pratt, of Middleboro, resident mem- 
bers, recently deceased, and Hon. Samuel 
Breck, of Philadelphia, corresponding mem- 
ber and Honorary Vice-president for the 
State of Pennsylvania. The latter was 91 
years of age, and the oldest member of the 
Society at the time of his death, His life 
was one of great usefulness and the highest 
respectability. He took great interest in 
the prosperity of the Society. Capt. Dun- 
ning is the first member of the Society, as 
far as is known, who has fallen in battle. 

J. H. Sheppard, Esq., the Librarian, re- 
ported that 22 volumes and 16 pamphlets, 
sermons, &c., had been presented to the So- 
ciety during the last month. 

Rev. Caleb Davis Bradlee, the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, reported letters of ac- 
ceptance from the following gentlemen who 
had been chosen members of the Society, 
viz.: Rev. Nicholas Hoppin, D. D., of Cam- 
bridge, and Abner Cheney Goodall, Esq., 
of Salem, as resident; and Eliab Kingman, 
Esq., of Washington, D. C., as correspond- 
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ing. He also communicated to the Society 
a letter from Joseph Lemuel Chester, Esq., 
of London, containing a plan of his inten- 
tion to carry out a thorough system of re- 
search for ascertaining the residences, birth- 
places and family history of the most prom- 
inent early emigrants to New England from 
Suffolk, Essex, and the adjacent counties. 
It was resolved that this Society do highly 
appreciate the laudable enterprise of Mr. 
Chester, and tender to him our best wishes 
that he may meet with success in his un- 
dertaking, which will prove of such great 
value to historians and genealogists through- 
out our country. 

“ Resolved, That the Recording Secreta- 
ry be requested to communicate this vote 
to him, and to convey’our thanks for the 
gift of his very valuable work on the life of 
John Rogers, the martyr.” 

Samuel Burnham, Esq., of Boston, read 
a paper “on the clergy of the olden time.” 
To them the people looked at all times, in 
prosperity and in adversity, in politics and 
in religion, Take from our history the 
lives, labors, and work of the clergy of New 
England, and there would be a blank upon 
which the world would look with astonish- 
ment. If they smiled not, it was that we 
might not weep; if they labored, it was 
that we might enjoy; if they denied them- 
selves, it was that we might have the more; 
if they stopped not for folly or amusement, 
it was that we might have the less trial to 
undergo. They had no time for the ameni- 
ties of social life to the degree that we have ; 
they had sterner duties; theirs was the iron 
age—ours has been the golden. These old 
ministers did commit that sin of all sins, 
preaching politics. They verily thought 
that the nation, the foundations of which 
they had laid in blood and tears and prayers, 
was of value in the eyes of God; they 
thought that all the phases of life were worth 
praying for and preaching about. Cotton 
Mather says—Glorious old Cotton Mather 
who has been maligned and abused more 
than any of our colonial worthies :— New 
England being a country whose interests 
are remarkably enwrapped in ecclesiastical 
circumstances, the ministers ought to con- 
cern themselves in politics.” Would any of 
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Hon. J. Hammond Trumbull, Hartford, Ct., 


the old worthies, were they alive now, with- 
hold preaching on the affairs of the nation ? 
David, this very day, would much prefer that 
we should enter heart and soal into our pres- 
ent war and fight, and talk it out in pulpit and 
in field, trusting to God, than bother ourselves 

about his old battles. Our rebellion is of 
more consequence just now than Absalom’s. 


Boston Numismatic Sociery. — Boston, 
Oct, 2, 1862.—The monthly meeting of the 
Society was held on the afternoon of the 
above date; in the absence of the President, 
George w. Pratt, Esq., was chosen Presi- 
dent pro tem. 

Several rare and valuable coins were 
added to the collection of the Society, and 
various coins and medals were exhibited by 
members, among which was a fair speci- 
men of the rare Washington piece: “ Non 
Vi Virtute Vici.” Rev.: “ Neo Eboracen- 


sis, 1786.” Also, a silver Washington: “ He 
is in glory—the World in tears,” in very 
fine condition; the last two pieces were 
from the cabinet of J. Harvard Ellis, Esq. 


An interesting letter was read from the 
Foreign Corresponding Secretary of the 
Society, dated at Manchester, England, Sep- 
tember 12, 1862, giving an account of the 
extensive auction sales of coins and medals 
in London. 

The Society adjourned to Thursday, the 
6th of November next. 


OHIO. 


Fire Lanps Hisroricat Socrery.— 
Wakeman, Sept. 10, 1862.—The first quar- 
terly meeting of the current year of the So- 
ciety was held in Trilson’s Grove, and was 
called to order by the President, Platt Ben- 
edict, Esq., and opened with prayer by the 
Rev. C. F. Lewis. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and approved. The report of the Sec- 
retary was then presented, showing that the 
work of the Society is progressing more 
satisfactorily than could be expected from | 
the state of the country. The following ree- 
ommendations in the Report were adopted : 

“That a set of the ‘ Pioneer’ be furnished | 


for the State Department of that State. 

“That Geo. E, Huntington, Esq., of Kel- 
ley’s Island, be requested to embody in the 
history of that township, an account of the 
origin and extent of the grape culture 
there. 

“That I. M. Keeler, Esq., of the Fremont 
Journal, be requested to prepare an article 
from the original Field Notes in his posses- 
sion, of the early survey of Fire Lands.” 

On motion of the Rev. C. F. Lewis, it 
was resolved that a committee be appointed 
in each township from which historical col- 
lections have been reported, to collect such 
additional facts, incidents, and relics as have 
not yet been gathered, and report the same 
at the quarterly meetings of the Society; 
and, on further motion, the Rev. C. F. 
Lewis, Z. Phillips, and 6. H.W oodruff, 
Esq., were appointed a committee to recom- 
mend at the next meeting suitable persons 
to serve as such township committees. 

On motion of Mr. George Smith, of Bir- 
mingham, it was voted that each township 
in the Fire Lands be requested to send a 
delegation to each meeting of the Socicty 
of not less than three persons, and that such 
delegates report the statistics of such pio- 
neers as have died since the previous meet- 
ing. 

‘On motion of Judge S. C. Parker, Mr. C. 
E. Newman, at his own request, was ex- 
cused from serving on the committee of the 
history of the religious denominations of 
the Fire Lands, and the Rev. C. F. Lewis, 
appointed in his stead. 

The Publishing Committee gave notice 
that the fourth volume of the “ Pioneer” 
would be issued as soon as arrangements 
could be made and the requisite number ot 
subscribers obtained. 

The Hon. J. M. Root, of Sandusky, then 
delivered an address upon the “ Early 
French Settlements on the Fire Lands.” 
It was listened to with the closest attention 
by the large congregation present, and at 
its conclusion, on motion of the Rev. Mr. 
Lewis, the thanks of the Society were unan- 
imously tendered the speaker, and he was 
requested to furnish a copy of his able and 
valuable address for the “ Pioneer.” 
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On motion of Hon. F. D. Parish, of San- 
dusky, Article 6 of the Constitution was so 
amended, that pioneers of the Fire Lands, as 
well as residents, may become members. 


NEW YORK. 

New York Historicat Socrery.—Wew 
York, Oct. 7, 1862.—The first meeting after 
the summer vacation was held in the So- 
ciety’s fire-proof building, on the regular 
day; the President, Hon. Luther C. Bradish, 
in the chair. 

Several reports were made, including that 
of the Librarian, who announced many ad- 
ditions to the collections, including, among 
others, the model of the Monitor from 
Ericsson. 

The paper of the evening was an ex- 
tremely interesting and well-written account, 
by Judge Macdonald, of the military opera- 
tions in Westchester county, New York, 
after the retreat from the city, and before 
the battle of White Plains, embracing many 
skirmishes which called forth the gallantry 
of the patriot soldiers and restored the self- 
confidence which their recent reverses had 
shaken. Some female operations, of the 
same time and place, were also narrated 
with great humor. In the absence of the 


writer, the paper was read by George H. | 


Moore, Esq., Librarian of the Society, and 

at its close a vote of thanks was passed. 
The President then alluded to the recent 

Popham celebration in Maine, and to the 


praiseworthy action of the Maine Historical | 


Society in thus rescuing from oblivion the 
name and services of the first English colo- 
nist of Maine. The Hon. Mr. Poor, in re- 
sponse, stated that the celebration had also 
borne wondrous fruit in the historic interest 
which it had excited, and in the discussions 
of early historic points. 

The Hon. R. C. Winthrop, President of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, who 
was then introduced to the Society, drew a 


pleasing contrast between the sober map-| 


agement of the Boston Society and the gay 
look of its New York sister, with its paint- 
ings, its antiques, its refreshments, and its 


ladies; and apologizing for being brought | 
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forward to address them contrary to express 
promise, applied to Mr, Bradish, a remark 
of Sir William Howe, in the paper of the 
evening. 

Mr. Brodhead then offered a series of 
resolutions on the death of Col. George W. 
Pratt, a member of the Society, and one of 
the founders of the Ulster Historical So- 
ciety. Mr. Moore read an extract from Mr. 
Pratt’s last letter to the Society, and the 
resolutions were adopted. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Ruaope Istanp Hisroricat Socrery.— 
Providence, Oct. 7, 1862.—The quarterly 
meeting of this Society was held at the Cab- 
inet, Waterman-street, on the evening of 
the above date, the President, Hon. A. C. 
Greene, in the chair, The record of the 
last meeting was read by the Secretary, Mr. 
Several donations were an- 
nounced by the Librarian, Rev. E. M. Stone. 

After the transaction of the regular busi- 
ness, Dr. Usher Parsons read an interesting 
paper, interspersed with verbal descriptions, 
on Indian relics, lately found in Charles- 
town, in this State, with brief notices of the 
Nyantic tribe of Indians. 

On motion of Rev. E. M. Stone, the 
thanks of the Society were presented to Dr. 
Usher Parsons, and a copy of the paper re- 
quested for the archives, 


Hotes and Queries. 


NOTES. 

WASHINGTON aNnD ANDRE.—The anxiety, 
which the former felt at the disclosures 
made by the arrest of the latter, may be in- 
ferred from a declaration made by Stephen 
Bohonnon, afterwards a major in the militia, 
and a resident of Salisbury, N. H. “I was 


/on guard,” said he, “before Washington’s 


quarters, on the night after he returned to 
West Point; and | heard his steps and the 
creaking of his boots, as he approached the 
front of the chamber, in walking during the 
greater part of the night. I did not know 
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André’s capture, and Arnold’s treason.” 

Major B. was somewhat advanced in life 

when he related this. He has now been 

dead several years, E. B. 
Brunswick, Me. 


“Oxp Bacuxtor.”—It has always been 
understood that Mr, Wirt was the author 
of the “ Old Bachelor.” I have some of his 
letters to John E. Hall, urging him to write 
a piece for a new edition similar to those he 
had already published in a Baltimore paper. 
I have also a letter from Mr. Girardin, pro- 
fessor in a Virginia college, and a gentle- 


what the cause of it was, till I heard of 





man of some literary distinction, saying that 
two of the essays were written by him and 
published in the Enquirer. H. H. 


German Wasninetons.—An account of 
this family will be found in the Historical 
Magazine for March, 1860 (vol. iv., 86). 
It is the more interesting now, as it is an- 
nounced that Karl Washington, a Bavarian 
baron, a Catholic, and lieutenant in the 
army, is seeking a commission in our service. 


One oF SuaksPEaRe’s Patt-BEARERS | 
BURIED IN Virein1a.—A Washington cor- 
respondent of the Indianapolis Journal | 
writes: “An officer strolling through an | 
old burying-ground in Fredericksburgh, a 
few days ago, copied the following epitaph: 
‘Here lies the body of Edward Helder, | 
practitioner in Physic and Chirurgery. 
Born in Bedfordshire, England, in the year 
of our Lord 1542, Was contemporary with, 
and one of the pall-bearers of William Shak- | 
speare. After a brief’ illness his spirit as- 
cended in the year of our Lord 1618— 
aged 76.” 


Tne Earviest Newsrparer.—The oldest 
news sheet appearing to be periodical, is one 
which was offered for sale with the Libri | 
Collection on the 25th of July last, and of 
which there is a duplicate in the British 
Museum. Its title is, “ Vewe Zeitung aus 
Hispanien und Italien” (New Tidings from 
Spain and Italy), “ black letter, 4 leaves 4to. 
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Mense Februario, 1534.” The description 
of this in the catalogue, is as follows: “A 
gazette of excessive rarity, which appears 
to have been printed at Nuremberg. It 
contains the first news of the discovery of 
Peru, and has remained unknown to all the 
bibliographers we have been able to con- 
sult. In it is announced that the governor 
of Panumya (Panama), in the Indies, has 
written to his Majesty (the emperor Charles 
V.) that a ship had arrived from Peru with 
a letter from the regent Francisco Piscario 
(Pizarro), stating that he had disembarked 
and seized the country; that with two hun- 
dred Spaniards (infantry and cavalry) he 
had embarked; that he had arrived at the 
lands of a great lord named Cassiko, who 
had refused peace and attacked him; that 
the Spaniards had been victorious, and had 
seized 5000 castillons (pieces of gold), and 
20,000 marks of silver ; that they had drawn 
two millions in gold from the said Cas- 
siko, ete.” 

This is by nine months the earliest docu- 
ment known regarding the conquest of 
Peru. 


WasuINGTon’s Oprnion or NORTHERN 
AND SovuTHERN So.prers.—The following 
is an extract from an unpublished letter 
from General Washington to Mr. Lund 
Washington, dated at New York, June 12, 
1776: 

“We have lately had a general review, 
and I am much pleased in informing you 
that we made a better appearance and went 
through our exercises more like soldiers 
than I had expected. 

“The Southern States are rash and blam- 
able in the judgment they form of their 
brethren of the four New England States. 
I do assure you, with all my partiality for 
my own countrymen and prejudices against 
them, I cannot but consider them as the 
flower of the American army. They area 
strong, vigorous, and hardy people, inured 
to labor and toil, which our people seldom 


}are; and though our hot and eager spirits 


may suit better in a sudden and desperate 


enterprise; yet, in the way in which wars 
are now carried on, you must look for per- 


manent advantages only from that patient 
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and persevering temper which is the result 
of labor. 

“The New Englanders are coo), consid- 
erate, and sensible, while we are all fire 
and fury. Like their climate they maintain 
an equal temperature, whereas we cannot 
shine but we burn, They have a uniformity 
and a stability of character to which the 


people of no other States have any preten-| 


sions; hence, they must and will always 
reserve their influence in this great empire. 
ere it not for the drawbacks and disad- 
vantages which the influence of their popu- 
lar opinion on the subject of government 
have on their army, they soon might, and 
probably would, give law to it.” 


CoRRESPONDENCE BETWEEN Hon. Mi1- 
LARD FittmorE AND Dr. O’CALLAGAN IN 
REGARD TO THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF 
Burra.to.—The following correspondence 
forms an interesting appendix to the valna- 
ble address delivered by Hon. Millard Fill- 
more: 

Atsany, June 19, 1862. 

Mr. Dear Sir: Your inquiry as to the 
origin of the name of the city of Buffalo, 
reached me yesterday. You are, from your 


position and studies, alone qualified to give | 
a satisfactory answer to such a question, 
| Buffalo Creek, 


and had it been asked of me, before I re- 
ceived your letter, I should undoubtedly 
have referred the inquirer to you for a solu- 
tion. However, in order to evince my read- 
iness to assist, or rather to oblige you, I 
have examined all sources of information 
within my reach that I could remember, and 
shall give you fie result, as it may save you 
the trouble of going over the same ground, 
and show how little I can add to the infor- 
mation you already possess, 

1718. Buffaloes abound on the south, but 
not on the north shore (of Lake Erie), N. 
Y. Col. Doc., LX., 885. 

Hence the name Riviere aux Bveufs was 
applied to some streams falling into that 
lake. 

I have examined the old French and Eng- 


lish naps mentioned in the Catalogue of order to enable you to approximate it, I have 


Maps in the State Library here, under “ Can- | 


ada,” “New York,” and “North Amer- 
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ica,” also Carte des Lacs du Canada, in 
Charlevoix, and find your creek laid down 
in many of them, but in no instance with a 
name, 

1720, Charlevoix did not visit Buffalo. 
The above authority in “ N. Y. Col, Doc.,” 
says, the north shore route is thirty leagues 
shorter. Charlevoix crossed over and fol- 
lowed it, alleging that it was, then, the 
common or usual one. This will account 
for the absence of all allusion to the place by 
early French writers, unless you can dis- 
cover something in Hennepin, Lahontan 
went also by the north shore, as you will 
perceive by Letter XIV., in vol. i, of his 
“ Voyages.” 

I next consulted Pouchot’s “ Mémoires.” 
In his map he lays down a river des Bois 
blanes, which I take to be the Tonawanda, 
West of that is another stream, unfortu- 
nately without any title. But turning to 
vol. iii, p. 177, of his work, we find him 
saying: “The entrance (outlet) of the lake 
(Erie) as far as the river Aue Chevaux 
forms a large bay (or cove) all covered with 
pebbles, where there is no anchorage. If 
the mouth of this river be kept open, there 
would be anchorage for vessels, 

“The coast thence to Presqu’isle has no 
known place of shelter.” 

This Riviere aua Chevaux may be your 
By examining the passage 
with the context and map, you will be able 
to decide for yourself. You have no doubt 
done so already; but I refer to it, to pre- 
serve the chain of chronological inquiry. 

This, however, does not bear on the ori- 
gin of the name of Buffalo, though it may 
be curious of itself. 

The latter name, you think, was given 
by the English, and so far the opinion seems 
to be correct. It must have originated from 
the visits of the buffalo there. The Ri- 
viéres aux Beufs laid down by the French, 
are, one in Orleans county, and two far to 
the west of Buffalo, either in Pennsylvania 
or Ohio. 

I cannot give the precise date of Dem- 
ler’s map, 2 “ Doc. Hist. N. Y.,” p. 459, but in 


examined the British Army Lists, and find 
that George Demler was commissioned lieu- 
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tenant in the 60th Royal Americans, July 
13, 1761; went on half-pay, in 1763; was 
recalled to active service as lieutenant in 
the same regiment, 9th October, 1767, and 
is dropped from the army list of 1773. He 
is in that of 1771, but that for 1772 is not 
in the library. His rank throughout is that 
of lieutenant, and if he became “ Captain,” 
as styled on the map, it must have been in 
1772. Possibly it might have been a pop- 
ular, or complimentary rank. Part of the 
60th, we know, was at the siege of Niagara, 
and may be Demler was among them, or 
some time stationed at that place, and hence 
his familiarity with its environs. However 
all this be, the map must have been drawn 
before 1773. Ihave looked into the Annual 
Register, Gentleman’s Magazine, and Lon- 
don Magazine, for the date of his death, 
but did not find his name in the index. 
His map contains the earliest mention that I 
find of “ Buffalo Creek.” I find it by that 
name, as you observe, in 1784. 

Again in 1792, in “ Mass, Hist. Coll.,” 
vol, 1. 

In 1795, “Rochefoucault Liancourt’s 
Travels,” vol. i., pp. 174, 185, who visited 
and describes the place. 

In 1796-7, in Weld’s Travels, 4to, Letter 
XXXIL., p. 329. 

In 1804, in Dwight’s Travels, iv. pp. 56-7, 
when it went by the name of New Amster- 
dam. 

The name of New Amsterdam was, I pre- 
sume, never much in use, and that of 
‘“* Creek” was subsequently dropped, leaving 
the word Buffalo alone as the name of the 
locality. At what time this occurred, you 
know better than any one else. 

Later descriptions of the city will be 
found in Stuart’s “‘Three Years in North 
America,” vol. i., p. 136, as it was in 1828. 

In M’Kenny’s “Tour to the Lakes,” p. 
103, as it was in 1827. 

In Sheriff's “ American Tour,” p. 97, as 
it was in 1833. 

In Ferguson’s “ Tour in Canada,” p. 163, 
as it was in 1831. 

And in Arfwedson’s United States, pp. 
11, 307, as it was in 1833-4, 

I believe I have answered all your que- 
ries, and hope you will excuse me if I have 





wearied you by piling on superfluous infor- 
mation. 
Believe me, my dear Mr. Marshall, 
Very sincerely yours, 
E. B, O’CALLAGHAN, 
Hon, O. H. Marsuatt, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Borrato, June 23, 1862. 


My Dear Sir: Mr. O. H. Marshall, at 
my request, addressed a letter to you a few 
days since, inquiring as to the origin of 
“Buffalo Creek,” as applied to the stream 
running through this city, and as to the 
date of Demler’s map, published in the sec- 
ond volume of Doc. History of New York,” 
at p. 458; and he has shown me your very 
interesting letter of the 19th inst., in reply. 
I perceive in that, that you come to the 
conclusion that “the map must have been 
drawn before 1773,” and you say that Dem- 
ler is styled “Captain” on the map. If 
this be so in the original, it is not so in the 
copy as published, On that he has no title, 
but simply “Geo. Demler, 60th Regt.” 

I am very anxious to know certainly 
whether this map was published before or 
after 1784, when the treaty of Fort Stan- 
wix was made, and where the name of 
“ Buffaloe Creek” was applied to this stream ; 
and, therefore, without presuming to ques- 
tion the correctness of your conclusion, I 
wish to call your attention to the fact that, 
the map also states, “ Latitudes from Mr. 
Elliott—Niagara, 43 degrees 15 minutes; 
Falls, 43 degrees, 4 minutes, 25 seconds; 
height, 150 feet,” &e. 

Now the first query is, should not this 
have been Ellicott instead of Elliott, for I 
find in Appletons’ “‘ New Agnerican Cyclo- 
pedia,” vol. vii., p. 104, a brief biography 
of Andrew Ellicott, in which it is stated, 
that “in 1789 he was appointed by Presi- 
dent Washington to survey the land lying 
between Pennsylvania and Lake Erie; and 
during that year he made the first accurate 
measurement of the Niagara river, from 
lake to lake, with the height of the Falls 
and the fall of the rapids. 

If Demler refers to this measurement, 
which is said to have been the first accurate 
one ever made, then is it not conclusive evi- 
dence that his map was made after 1789? 
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Pardon me for troubling you again on | 


Most respectfully yours, 
Mitxiarp FILimore. 
Dr. E. B. O’Cattaenan, Albany. 
Strate Harr, ALBANY, } 
June 25, 1862. 

My Dear Sir: I have the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 23d inst., containing remarks on the 
copy of Geo. Demler’s map of Niagara river, 
published in “ N. Y. Doc. Hist.,” vol. ii., p. 
458, and requesting explanation on some 
points connected therewith, 

I greatly regret that certain errors of the 
engraver have caused difficulty in reconcil- 
ing his blunders with your own previous 
knowledge of the history of the locality. I 
caaunaet these errors at the time in the 
proof, but my corrections were not at- 
tended to. 

In order to supply you with every means 
of correct information in my power, I now 
send herewith the original manuscript map, 
from which that in the Doc, Hist. was cop- 
ied. It was found among some old papers 
in the office, with certain figures and refer- 
ences on it, but what they indicate I cannot 
find out. 

The name of the person who drew it, is, 
you will observe, Demler (not Dember, as 
in the engraved map). He is designated as 
of the “60th Regiment.” Now a battalion 
of that regiment served under Prideaux, in 
the expedition against Fort Niagara, in 
1759. (Beatson’s “ Naval and Military Me- 
moirs,” vol, iii.) Demler was an officer in 
that regiment, which will account for his 
name on the map, as it is presumed that he 
was stationed op that frontier. He obtained, 
in 1764, a grant of land, as a reduced lieu- 
tenant in his Majesty’s 60th “regiment of 
foot.” Survey dated Ist May,1771. This 
tract, however, was in Vermont. 

In this connection it may be proper to 
observe that the map indicates on the face 
of it, that it was drawn by a person in, or 
contemporaneous with Prideaux’s expedi- 
tion. The landing-place of his army is 
pointedly laid down, with the road from 
that spot to the fort. 

Were the map drawn subsequently to 
1784, there would be no special motive (as 


this point. 
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in the above case) to mark this landing- 
place. It could not form an object of par- 
ticular interest in Mr. Ellicott’s survey, 
while it would constitute one in the mind 
of a British officer. 

Now if you will have the kindness to 
turn to “N. Y. Col. Doc.,” vol. vii., pp. 438, 
508, 509, you will find that Gen. Amherst 
made, in 1761, a conditional grant of 10,000 
acres of land to a company, consisting of 
Capt. Rutherford, Lieut. Duncan, and oth- 
ers, with a view to control the Carrying 
Place, and monopolize the Indian trade. 
Lieut. Duncan’s name is found in the army 
list, as of the 44th Regiment, as early as 
1757; that regiment was also in the expe- 
dition against Fort Niagara. One of the 
objects specially laid down in Demler’s map 
is “ Duncan’s House.” It is directly at the 
head of the Carrying Place, located obvi- 
ously to intercept the Indians or traders 
from the West. 

Now, although Prideaux’s landing-place 
might, perchance, be preserved in a map 
drawn in 1789, as an historical monument, 
there would not be even this plea for “ Dun- 
can’s House,” which disappeared, I presume, 
years before, along with the conditional 
grant, that having been repudiated by the 
government in England. This Duncan be- 
longed, I take it, to Schenectady ; for I find 
such a person again, one of the company 
that obtained afterwards a grant of 100,000 
acres of land on the Canada Creek.—Doc. 
Hist., vol. ii., Letter to Sir William John- 
son, dated December 24, 1766. 

The several evidences, drawn from the 
instrument itself, afford data to determine, 
approximatively, the time when the map 
was drawn. There are no means, except, 
perhaps, the water-mark may assist therein, 
to determine certainly, as you desire, the 
date of the map. 

If the map be genuine, and I see no rea- 
son to doubt; and if the reasoning I have 
deduced from its face be logical, there can 
be no difficulty in fixing a date to it. The 
Niagara Company, to which Duncan be- 
longed, existed in 1761 and 1762. Lieut. 
Demler left the 60th Regiment for the first 
time when he was placed on _ half-pay in 
1763-4. The inference then is, that the 
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map was drawn previous to 1763. It might 
have been got up, possibly, by the merch: ants 
at Albany, who petitioned against the grant | 
for the Niagara Company, in order to show, 
by the position of “ Duncan’s House,” how 
that company monopolized the trade at that 
point. but this is mere surmise. 

The fact that Buffalo Creek is enumerat- 
ed in the treaty at Fort Stanwix, of 1784, 
as one of the boundaries, is a clear proof to 
my mind that it was a well-known locality 
before that time. In concluding such sol- 
emn acts as treaties, and describing boun- 
daries, landmarks are not manufactured for 
the nonce. Places well known to, and gen- 
erally acknowledged by the public, are 
named on such occasions by the contracting 
parties, and as these were on the one side 
Seen and on the other side whites, so the 
Indian name of the creek is designated as 
that known to and accepted by the Indians, 
while the name “ Buffalo Creek” is men- 
tioned as a locality then, and at the time 
well known to those conversant with the 
topography of those parts. 

This is another reason which would make 
in favor of the antiquity of the Demler 
map. 

The line at the foot of the copy of the 
map respecting the “ Latitudes,” to which 
you direct my attention, was added, you 
will observe, on examination, by some per- 
son at a subsequent date; evidently after 
1789. The handwriting is entirely differ- 
ent, and does not correspond with that on 
the original. 
line on the engraved map will, I anticipate, 
be removed by an examination of the hand- 
writing itself. 

Your suspicion that “Elliott” should be 
“ Ellicott” is perfectly just. The blunder is 
another lithographer’s; but it does not af- 
fect the point at issue. 

I find among the papers here, “ Joseph 
Ellicott’s map of part of Niagara river, 
1798,” which I also inclose. Although it 
does not bear on the point in question, it 
will serve to show the style of drawing maps 
in his day (he was son of Andrew), which 
you will not fail to remark was entirely dif 
ferent from that of the Demler map. 

I have examined, inter alia, the bounda- 
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ry maps agreed on by the commissioners 
that run the line between New York and 
Pennsylvania; but they do not embrace 
your end of the lake. Ihave also examined 
the map of the Holland Company’s Pur- 
chase, 1798; the creek is laid down in it, 
but not named, 

It appears by vol. v., of 3d series, or 
Mass. Hist. Coll., that General Lincoln, 
then commissioner to treat with the Ohio 
Indians, visited Buffalo in 1793, and went 
up the creek in a canoe to the Indian vil- 
lage. His journal is in that volume. 

Demler seemingly left a family in this coun- 
try, for I find in G: et s “ Dictionary of 
the Officers of the U. 8S. Army,” New York, 
1860, p. 146, the following entry: “ George 
Demier, Ens. 2 inf’y, and lieut., 22 Nov. 
1791; in Art’y,5 Mar, 91; Adj't. and Pay- 
M., 10 Nov. 1791; Capt. Arts. and Engr’s, 
Aug. 95; died 11th of March 99. When 
I met this entry first, I thought it possible 
this Demler might have been the drawer of 
the Niagara map. But the “60th Regi- 
ment,” and the already recited reasons, 
made me abandon the supposition. It is 
not stated where this Demler was appointed 
from. 

All these views are submitted to the can- 
did criticism of your clear judgment. I 
have no theory to subserve, and only desire 
to see the truth established. 

After you have entirely done with the 
inclosed papers, please return them. 

With great respect 
I have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 
E. B O’CatiaGuan. 


Hon. Mitvarp Fitimorg, &e., &e4 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Berrao, June 80, 1862. 


My Dear Sir: 


I am very greatly obliged 
for your very interesting and instructive 
letter of June 25, and Demler’s and Elli- 
cott’s maps, which you were so kind to send 


me, and which I herewith return, with 
many thanks for the favor. 

I think it most probable that your con- 
that Demler’s map was 
drawn with reference to the solicited grant 
Duncan, and others, as it 
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bears marks of having been annexed to some 
other papers by wafers. But conceding 
that the map was drawn as early as 1761-2, 
the question still recurs, was the name 
“ Buffaloe Creek” inscribed upon it at that 
time. It must be admitted that the state- 
ment of Ellicott’s measurement of the Falls 
has been added to it since 1789, and if the 
name of “ Buffuloe Creek” was inscribed 
upon it in 1761-2, it is probably the oldest 
record of any kind on which it can be found. 
The word creek, as applied to a small river, 
is peculiarly an Americanism, and I suppose 
Demler was an Englishman, and if he named 
it, he would have called it Buffalo Ziver. 
But it may be said that he inscribed the 
name which Americans applied to it; but at 
that time no Americans were here, or had 
been here, to give it a name. 

But it is also to be noticed that we find, 
on this map, the Tonawanda Creek laid 
down but not named; but the name of 
“ Buffaloe Creek” is in beautiful manuscript, 
while all the other names are in printed 
characters... Another thing seems probable, 


that either this name was copied from the 
Treaty of 1784, or else the name in that 
treaty was copied from the map; for they 
are both spelled alike, and both misspelled. 
They are both spelled Buffaloe, and not 
Buftaio, a mistake and coincidence not like- 
ly to occur when two men were writing in- 


dependently of each other, I do not find 
that any lexicographer ever spelled the word 
with a final e«. I have a copy of Bailey’s 
Dictionary, published in 1776, in which he 
says: “ BuFFALO, a certain wild beast like 
an cx, common in America or Asia.” John- 
son gives the same orthography. Now, if 
we are warranted in concluding that either 
the name in the treaty was copied from the 
map, or that on the map from the treaty, it 
is most probable that that on the map was 
copied from the treaty, for the map was 
never published, and there is no reason to 
suppose that it was ever seen by those who 
made the treaty, but the treaty was pub- 
lished, and therefore accessible to all; and 
this orthography was carried from the treaty 
into the United States laws in 1805, and a 
collection district established here by the 
name of Buffaloe Creek. 
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Prior to the treaty of 1784, which marked 
Buffaloe Creek as a boundary, it was of no 
more importance than Tonawanda (which 
was an Indian name meaning still water, or 
meeting of the waters); and if the name of 
Buffaloe Creek was inscribed by the maker 
of the map, and before the treaty of 1784, 
there is no reason why he should have omit- 
ted the name of Tonawanda, for the Tona- 
wanda Creek was more likely to attract 
attention, being on the usually travelled 
route up the river, than the Buffalo Creek, 
which was away from it. 

I think you will also perceive, by a mag- 
|nifying glass, that the ink in “ Buffaloe 
Creek” is much paler than in “ Meadow I” 
and “Beaver J,” and, as before remarked, 
the chirography is entirely different. In- 
deed, judging from the chirography alone, 
I should say that “ Duncan’s House,” 
“ Rifts” “ Buffaloe Creek,’ and “ By Geo. 
Demler, 60th Regt.” were all written by 
different persons from the one who made 
the map, and wrote or printed upon it the 
names of places. 

But I do not profess to be much of a 
critic in handwriting, and may be mistaken, 

The water-mark, could we fix its date, 
would only show when the paper was made, 
but not when the map was, much less when 
additions were made to it. 

The difference of style between this map 
and that by Joseph Ellicott, which you sent, 
may be the difference of skill of the draw- 
ers, as I am sure I could not draw as good 
a map as that of Deimler. 

Finally, before your first letter was writ- 
ten to Mr, Marshall, I had prepared an ad- 
dress for the Historical Society of Buffalo, 
in which I had ventured to offer a conjec- 
ture as to the origin of the name of Buffalo 
Creek, and I shall deliver it as prepared, 
and if printed, will send you a copy. In 
conclusion, permit me to add, that I have 
no pride of opinion on the subject, and am 
only anxious to find the true origin of the 
name, and shall be most happy to receive 
any further light which ‘you may be able to 
throw upon that point. I am, with great 
respect, Your obliged friend, 

Mittarp FILiMore. 
iE. B. O’Cartacuay, M.D., Albany. 


| 














1862. 


P.S. Pardon me for adding, for the truth 
of history, that Andrew Ellicott was the 
elder brother of Joseph and Benjamin. 


Tue Earty Laws anv LEGISLATION OF 
New Yorx.—We extract from the pro- 
spectus of Mr. G, H. Moore’s forthcoming 
“Statutes at Large of New York, 1664- 
1691,” the following statement ; 

The first English Laws were established 
in the Province immediately after the re- 
duction of the Dutch in New Netherland, 
by the authority of Letters-Patent granted 
by King Charles II. to his brother, James, 
duke of York, March 12th, 1664. These 
laws, since known as the “ Duke’s Laws,” 
were altered, explained, and amended by 
the same authority, during the succeeding 
years, until 1683, when the first Represent- 
ative Assembly met in New York. Laws 
were enacted by this Assembly in that and 
the following year, and a second Assembly 
met and enacted others, in the year 1685, 
after the accession of James II. to the 
throne. This, however, was the only meet- 
ing of an Assembly in New York during 
his reign,—for in 1686 he abolished the As- 
sembly, and made his governor and council 
the legislature of the Province. Several 
acts were passed by this body in the years 
1687 and 1688; and these, with two or 
three acts of the Assembly summoned by 
Leisler during the troubles which attended 
the Revolution, complete the Body of Laws. 

Of all these statutes, fragments only are 
accessible to the student of law or history. 
It is well known that no printing-press was 
established in New York until after the era 
of the English Revolution of 1688; and the 
laws were published in manuscript, many 
being preserved only in the public records ; 
and the Acts of the first Assemblies were 
so neglected, that the historian, also one of 
the principal lawyers of the time, declared 
more than a century ago, that they were 
“for the most part rotten, defaced, or lost.” 

In the first volume of the “Collections of 
the New York Historical Society,” there is a 
copy of the East Hampton Book of Laws, and 
in the Appendix to the Revised Laws of 1813, 
are imperfect copies of three of the Acts of 
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the First Assembly, while in one instance 
(and but one, I believe), another Act of the 
same Assembly is recited in an enactment 
of a subsequent Legislature. The printed 
laws of New York begin with the year 1691, 
and, with the exceptions just mentioned, 
the whole body of laws of the first twenty- 
six years of the English government of New 
York, exists only in scattered, obscure, and 
fast-perishing manuscripts. 

Their importance to the lawyer as well as 
the historian is obvious; for they are the 
basis of all subsequent legislation in respect 
to the subjects to which they relate. They 
“tend to show the progressive state of our 
laws, with the various changes ‘they have 
undergone from the commencement, and 
serve to throw great light on the historical 
transactions” of the colonial period. In- 
stances have not been wanting, and may 
yet occur, in which, “though they do not 
govern, they may be found proper to guide.” 

Mr. Moore’s volume will comprise the 
Nicolls Code as originally promulgated 
in 1665; the Alterations, Additions, and 
Amendments of 1665 and 1666; the “ Duke’s 
Laws,” as approved and established in1667- 
68; the Orders of the General Conrt of As 
sizes and the Governor and Council, from 
1667 to 1683; the Acts of Assembly of 
1683, 1684, and 1685; the Acts of the Gov- 
ernor and Council from 1686 to 1689; and 
the Acts of the Assembly summoned by 
Leisler, in 1690. 
























































































































































CuEPEWEYANS—MonraGNats.—This Ath- 
apascan tribe, noticed in ZZ. IL, vol. v., p. 
847, called by the Crees, Otcipeweyanak, 
call themselves Denais, according to Rev. 
L. Lafleche— Rapport sur les Missions, 
Quebec, 1855, p. 122. Cc. 



































Destruction or THE Liprary at Sr. 
Avaustine.—The Rev. Edward Marston, 
in a letter from Charleston, S. C,, in 1702, 
speaking of the people of South Carolina, 
says; “*To show what friends some of them 
are to learning, when they were at St. Au- 
gustine, they burnt a library of books worth 
about £600, wherein were a collection of 
the Greek and Latin Fathers, and the Holy 
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Bible itself did not escape, because it was|and are to be sold at his shop in St. Duns. 
in Latin. This outrage was done as soon as| tane’s Churchyard. 1629.” Who was Wil- 
they arrived, by the order of Col. Daniel, | liam Washington? There is found, in the 
who is one of our Lord’s deputies, and of|same volume, Bacon’s most popular work, 
the Council here.” the original title whereof runneth as follows: 
“The Essays or Counsels, Civill and Morall 
EARLY MENTION OF THE NAME Canapa. | of Francis Lo. Verulam, Viscount St. Alban. 
—Rabelais, in Lib. iv., chap. 2, makes Pan-| Newly enlarged. London. Printed by John 
tagruel discover the “Isle de Medamo-| Haviland for Hanna Barret, and Richard 
thi,” the circuit of which “n’estoyt moins} Whitaker, and are to be sold at the signe of 
grand que de Canada.” The early chapters | the King’s head in Paul’s churchyard. 1625, 
of the fourth book appeared in 1547, and | This edition was published the year before 
the voyages of Cartier, in 1535, had made | Bacon’s decease, and is printed in the quaint 
the name known in France. As the name | spelling of that period. J. 8. L. 
has not been found in earlier French litera- 
ture, there is every reason to believe it of 
Indian origin. Ogitvize THE OrRator.—Has any bio- 
graphical notice ever been published of a 
Scotch gentleman, named Ogilvie, who, 
about fifty or sixty years ago, spent some 
QUERIES. time in the principal cities of the United 
States, giving recitations and delivering lec- 
Mirwavxker.—Does Milwaukee mean/tures on Eloquence? If so, in what work 
beautiful land, from milo or mino, beautiful, | has the notice appeared? It was said, that 
and akki, earth ? D. | after his return to Scotland, he became heir 
to a large estate and an earldom. R—a. 
PuitapEtpuia, Oct. 6, 1862. 





Quotation Wantep.—Who is the au- 
thor of the following lines? 
on i Rev. ALExanpER Innes.—This gentle- 

ne ceaseless current of her life ° > “ a 

Pours through her iron arteries.” man was chaplain of the fort at New York, 
2 in 1686; was again in New York between 

I may not remember the lines exactly;/1702 and 1704 (P, E. Hist. Soc. Coll. 
but I think they are nearly as I have writ- | xvii, xlii.) ; and lived for a time at Shrews- 
ten them. They refer to railroad travel. | bury, attending also the Episcopalians of 
BOSTON. | Freehold and Middletown (Clark’s “ Hist. 
of St. John’s Church,” p,16). He was also 

Cox—Surpuerv.—Thomas Cox, son of} one of the signers of the address to Gov. 
Joseph and Catharine Cox, born about 1714, | Hunter (New York Doc. Hist., vol. iii., p. 
married Rebeccah (born 1716), daughter of| 59). Did he leave the country, or if he 
Thomas Shepherd and Deborah Grover. | died here, When and where? ~ - 
Are any of their descendants now to be 
found in New Jersey ? 





“Cramoisy Press.”—What is the mean- 
; , _|ing of this, which I find adopted in a series 

Witt1am Wasuinctox.— While hunting | of publications ? J. A. W. 
among the antiquarian rarities at Reeves’! Curcaso. 
London bookstore, in New York, I procured 
the two books of Sir Francis Bacon, “Of| [The family of Cramoisy were printers at 
the Proficience and Advancement of Learn- | Paris, from 1589 to 1709, and during the 
ing Divine and Humane. To the King. | seventeenth century issued a number of vol- 
London; Printed for William Washington, | umes concerning Canada, which these books 
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follow in typographical arrangement, orna- 
ments, &e. 

One of the Cramoisy, Sebastian, was the 
first director of the “ Imprimerie Royale,” 
at Paris. | 


How oun Is THE PHRASE “ First Famt- 
Lizs oF Virani.” I supposed this phrase 
quite recent, but in the Morning Post, 
May 18, 1779, “ The Querist to General 
Grey,” asks: “ Did not several hundreds of 
the First Fumilies in Virginia join Lord 
Dunmore?” When did the phrase first 
begin to be commonly used? It seems to 
be used in regard to Virginia alone, and not 
to other States. 3. 


REPLIES. 


James Ross (vol, vi., pp. 163, 196, 228, 
261).—James Ross, and Rev. Robert Ross, 
authors of Latin grammars, the writer sup- 
poses were cousins-german, William Ross 
(the father of James), with his brothers John 
and Hugh, came to this country about 1723, 
John settled in Connecticut, and had a son 
Robert, who became a Presbyterian minis- 
ter, and who was probably the author of 
the grammar referred to on page 196. 

James Ross was an attendant of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, during 
the pastorate of Dr. James P. Wilson. His 
seat was in the gallery, and before him on 
a shelf, he had several books—Greek Testa- 
ment, Concordance, Lexicon, &e. When 
the text was announced, he would turn to 
the passage, and was always much interest- 
ed in the critical explanation of portions of 
the Scriptures. 

His knowledge of mathematics was slen- 
der, and like the celebrated Rousseau, he 
could not clearly comprehend some of the 
simplest propositions in Euclid. It is said, 
that owing to his deficiency in the English 
branches, the Preface to his grammar cost 
him more labor in preparation, than any 
other part of the work, While professor of 
languages in Dickinson College, the profes- 
sor of mathematics in that institution, al- 
though thorough in his department, had but 
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little classical knowledge, and he and Mr. 
Ross each regarded the other as a very ig 
norant man. 

The anecdote on page 261, I have heard 
related thus: That being in court during 
the trial of a cause, in which one of the 
counsel observed, “ There is no rule with- 
out an exception.” Mr. Ross, in an audible 
voice denied the statement, adding, by way 
of illustration, “That nouns of the second 
declension in wm, are always of the neuter 
gender.” 

One of the editions of his grammar was 
recommended by Rev. Dr. Becker, of Lan- 
caster, in these words: “ Quo libro a me 
perscrutato, examino applaudo.” 

He used to carry his cat-o’-nine-tails,—his 
instrument of punishment,—dangling from 
his little finger; and it is related of him 
that he not unfrequently ate his dinner with 
it dangling in that way. He was very inti- 
mate with President Nisbet, of Dickinson 
College. The president, paying him a visit, 
on one occasion, found him in the ante-room 
of his study, engaged in the ancient occupa- 
tion of horsing one of his pupils, when the 
amiable and sensible Nisbet saluted him 
with the exclamation, “Tut, tut, mon! ye’r 
putting knowledge in at the wrong eend !” 

He had on his sign simply these words: 
“Greek and Latin taught here,”—quite in 
contrast with the pretentious advertisements 
of those days. He taught nothing but these 
languages ; but he taught them better, prob- 
ably, than they have ever been taught on 
this continent; and he possessed the rare 
gift of being able to inspire his pupils with 
a permanent and enthusiastic love for these 
studies, 

Besides his Latin and Greek grammars, 
he published editions of Cordery’s Collo- 
quies, Esop’s Fables, Select Colloquies of 
Erasmus, Select e Profanis Histor, and 
Ciceronis Epistole. He was very fond of 
composing and reciting Latin verse, and 
many of his poems in that language were 
published in the newspapers of the day. 

An Ode to the memory of President Nes- 
bit, may be found in Dr, Miller’s Memoir ot 
the President, p. 297. 

He exhibited his learning on all occasions, 
and his ordinary discourse was tinctured 
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with a dash of pedantry. His demeanor 

was dignified, but courteous and gentle- 

manly. He was an honest, upright man, of 

spotless moral character, and artless as a 

child. J. 8. F. 
West Cuxster, Penn. 


Op Jersey (vol. vi., p. 69).—There was a 
Jersey in the British navy in 1730, but she 
was a 50 gun ship of 677 tons. The Jersey 
whose name is so associated in the Ameri- 
can mind with horrors, was built probably 
soon after this, as I find on the list of 1739, 
a 60 gun ship, Edmund Williams, command- 
er, in Rear-admiral Haldock’s fleet in the 
Mediterranean, She was the next year in 
Sir John Norris’ fleet against Ferrol, and in 
1741 under Lawrence, in Sir Chalmer Ogle’s 
division, in the expedition against Cartha- 
gena. A. 


Sures WasurncTon, Frank.ry, &c. (vol. 
vi., p. 324).—In regard to certain old ships 
of war, the following facts will doubtless 
answer, viz. : 

The Washington, 74 guns, 2250 tons, 
was built at Portsmouth, N. H., in 1814, at 
an expense ot $235,801. She was the sec- 
ond 74 launched under the new organiza. | 
tion of the navy, in the War of 1812. She 
made several cruises in the Mediterranean | 
in 1816, °17, and °18, as the flag-ship of 
Com. Chauncey. She was broken up at 
New York, in 1843. 

The Franklin, 74 guns, 2257 tons, was 
built at Philadelphia, in 1815, at a cost of 
$438,149, She took out Mr. Rush, our 
minister to England, in 1817, and during } 
her subsequent cruise in the Mediterranean, 
she acquired a fair reputation for the beauty 
of her model. She has been lying at the 
Portsmouth Navy Yard for several years, 
and I believe is now being altered into a 
steam or iron-clad frigate. 

The Vermont 74, 2633 tons. The heel 
of this liner was laid at Charlestown, Mass., 
in 1818. She was built slowly, and kept on 
the stocks till 1848. It was at one time 
contemplated to send her to Japan with 
Com. Perry’s squadron. Butit being found 
difficult to man her in season, she was dis- | 
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mantled, and Jay at the Charlestown Navy 
Yard the last year, when she was ordered 
to Hilton Head, asa store-ship. She reached 
that place after a perilous voyage, with the 
loss of her rudder, &c., as all will remember. 

The Congress of 50 guns, destroyed by 
the Merrimac last March, was built at 
Portsmouth, N. H., in 1839. She was a 
fine frigate, of 1867 tons, 179 feet long, and 
cost $399,088. She made several cruises 
in the Pacific Ocean from 1846 to 1853. 
(Her predecessor, the old frigate Congress, 
was smaller, of 36 guns, and 1268 tons, 
She was built at Portsmouth also, in 1799, 
and was broken up at Norfolk, in 1836.) 

The Cumberland, of 50 guns, 1726 tons, 
was built at Charlestown, Mass., in 1842, at 
a cost of $357,475. She was another fine 
ship, 175 feet long, and had made several 
cruises in the Mediterranean in 1845,—off 
the Mexican coast in the War of 1846 and 
»47,—in the West Indies in 1848,—and 
again in the Mediterranean in 1851 and °52, 
—before her well-remembered destruction, 
by the Merrimac, last March. She is ex- 
pected to be raised again, however, in a few 
weeks, for which purpose contractors are 
now at work. 

The Independence 74, was the first line- 
of-battle ship launched under the new organ- 
ization of the navy, in the War of 1812. 
The Washington and Franklin soon fol- 
lowed ; but not one of them was able to get 
ready for service till after the Peace of 1815. 
For most of the above facts, I am indebted 
to Lieut. Emmon’s tables, compiled under 
authority of the Navy Department. 

J. B. R. 

Wasuineton, D.C. 


Cuicaco (vol. vi., p. 258).—The Rev. 
Louis Lafleche, a good Cree scholar, in a 
list of Indian names, with definitions, in the 
Rapport sur les Missions, for April, 1857, 
Quebee, p. 101, says: Chicago, At the skunk 
(Cree), from Chikak, skunk; which makes 
Shikakok in the locative case, B. 


Massacuusetts Srate Papers (vol. vi., 
p. 227)—Alden Bradford, author of two 
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histories of Massachusetts,—one in 3 vols.,| Zhe New England Historical and Genea- 


from 1764 to 1820, and the other in 1 vol., 
from 1620 to 1820,—was the editor of the 
above volume. In the Preface to the first 
volume of his larger history (1822), he re- 
fers to it as “a volume of ‘State Papers,’ 
which I collated and gave to the public four 


29) »” . r 
years ago, e BOSTON, 


Hotes on Books. 


Thirteen months in the Rebel Army ; being |? 


a Narrative of Personal Adventures in 
the Infantry, Ordnance, Cavalry, Cou- 
rier, and Hospital Services. With an 
Exhibition of the Power, Purposes, 
Earnestness, Military Despotism, and | 
Demoralization of the South, By an 
impressed New Yorker (William G, Ste- 
venson). New York: A. 8. Barnes & 
Burr, 1862, 12mo, 230 pp. 


Tuts is one of the most valuable contribu- 
tions to the literature of the war that we 
have yet met. Mr. Stevenson, evidently a 
high-minded young man, was, like many 
others, entrapped at the South when the 
rebellion began. The life of a Northern 
man, never very secure in those lawless 
communities, then became precarious indeed. 
Mr. S. escaped a vigilance committee in Ar- | 
kansas, but in Memphis had his choice of 
volunteering or swinging. To gain means 
of escape he, got from one service to another, 
and easily rose, from the nature of the asso- | 
ciates with whom he was thrown. He was} 
in the actions of Belmont, and Pittsburg | 
Landing, in the latter as aid to Brecken- 
ridge. His account of the South,—its in- 
tense feeling, its sacrifices, resources, and | 
military plans,—surpasses in importance all | 
previous statements, and should be read by | 
all who wish to know really what this strug- 
gle is, and what the people must do if they 
intend to put this rebellion down. 

The book, thus full of important revela- 
tions, is made most attractive by its graphic 
style, and its well-drawn pictures of the 
Southern leaders, with many of whom he 
was brought into contact. 





logical Register and Antiquarian Jour- 
nal. Vol. XVI., No. 4. Boston: Oct., 
1862. 


Tus number, illustrated with a portrait of 
Daniel Messinger, completes the sixteenth 
volume of this valuable journal, embracing a 
greater mass of American family history than 
was ever before brought together, Its good 
is not confined to its own pages; for it has 
prompted the publication of no small num- 
ber of distinct genealogical works. The 
present number contains a Memoir of Dan- 
iel Messinger, and a genealogy of the fam- 
ily; General Bradstreet’s Will; a Genealo- 
gy of the Kingsbury’s, of Dedham; a cor- 
rect transcript of Cotton Mather’s letter to 
John Vaughan; with many other interest- 
ing papers. Its diary of current events, and 
obituaries, are carefully prepared and val- 
uable, 

We wish its new volume all success, and 
are happy to see that the next number, also, 
will be edited by John Ward Dean, Esq. 





Note Cestrienses ; Notices of Chester Coun- 
ty Men and Events. 


| UnbER this title a series of sketches, chiefly 


biographical, has appeared in the columns 
of the Village Record, a paper of very long 
standing, published at West Chester, Pa. 
These sketches are, in most cases, fr om the 
pen of the Hon. William Darlington, LL. D., 
| assisted by J. S, Futhey, Esq., and comprise 
eighty-six numbers, with some supplements, 
extending from June 19, 1860, to May 17, 
1862. It is proposed to publish them in a 
more permanent form; but, meanwhile, it 
is necessary to call the attention of historic 
students to the series as of very great im- 
portance, as elucidating points in history, 
and guiding research in biography. Dr. 
| Darlington, whose name already stands re- 
corded in scientific literature, has, by this 
labor of patriotic gleaning, falsified the 
motto with which he prefaced his first 
Note, and modestly continued to the last. 
It can no longer be said that the men of 
Chester county have nearly passed into ob- 
livion—“ carent guia vate sacro.” 
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The Stars and Stripes in Rebeldom ; a se- 
ries of papers written by Federal prison- 
ers (privates), in Richmond, Tuscaloosa, 
New Orleans, and Salisbury (NM. C. iy’ 
with an Appendix. Boston: T, O, 

P. Burnham, 1862. 12mo, 137 pp. 


Tuis volume, claiming for itself no high lit- 
erary merit, is one of the mementos of the 

war; being a kind of newspaper, written by 
prisoners for thefr own amusement and cul- 


ture in those frightful dens, the prisons of 
Warren’s, “ My first week of 


the South. 
Captivity,” and the papers in the Appendix, 
give it an historic interest; but it will ap- 
peal chiefly to the public and to the friends 
of the prisoners, as a reminiscence of the 
way in which the educated Northern private 
passes his prison days. 


The Bobbin Boy; or, How Nat got his 
Learning. An Hxeample for Youth. By 
W. M. Thayer. Boston: Tilton & Co., 
1861. 310 pp. 


Tuer present position of N. P. Banks,—a 
general, able, careful, brave, and patient,— 
will, if he rose no higher, make his name 
one of the noble ones in our history, in the 
career of arms, as it has hitherto been in the 
executive and legislative fields, The story 
of his early struggles is indeed an example 
for youth, and Mr. Thayer has made a book 
that will outlive hundreds, and if we are 
are not much mistaken will, like Franklin’s 
autobiography, be a book reproduced in a 
hundred cheap forms a hundred years hence; 
for the career of the Bobbin boy will not, 
we trust, close with the chapter of his gen- 
eralship. 


Historical Notes on the Employment of 
Negroes in the American Army of the 
Revolution. By George H. Moore, Li- 
brarian of the New York Historical So- 
ciety. New York: C. T. Evans, 1862. 


In the violent newspaper outcry against the 
use of negroes as soldiers, it is not easy to 
say whether greater ignorance of history, or 
of military science and political judgment, 
were displayed. Certainly a plainer ques- 
tion never came up for consideration. Ev. 
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ery nation has used the negro as a soldier 
that had him to use. During the Revolu 
tion, and before it, the negro was employed 
in all armies when needed, The Massachu- 
setts Historical Society seems to have been 
the first to treat of the matter becomingly, 
and early in the summer Mr. George Liver- 
more announced, and has since read an able 
paper on the employment of negroes in the 
Revolutionary army. Mr.George H. Moore, 
in this tract gives much information, as the 
discussion of the question, whether they 
should be employed, and shows that though 
the use was discountenanced, that they were 
constantly enrolled, often with direct State 
encouragement. He gives too, an interest- 
ing account of Laurens’ attempt to raise a 
South Carolina negro regiment. We trust 
that Mr. Moore will develop his brief tract, 
and give, as he so well can, a systematic 
history of the military status of the negro, 
from the days of Hannibal down to our own, 


Miscellany. 


Posteriry is not likely to lack contempo- 


raneous histories of the present war. Al- 
ready there have appeared in part, Moore’s 
Record; Squier’s, Duyckinck’s, Tomes’, 
Crafts’, and Kettell’s Histories; and we see 
announced Lossing’s, Abbotts’, Stephens’, 
one to be published by the Harpers, and a 
German one by Dr. Solger. 


Tue Hon. Joun A. Poor, of Maine, has 
nearly ready “A vindication of the Claims 
of Sir Ferdinando Gorges, as the Father of 
English Colonization in America,” to be is- 
sued by Appleton. 


Tuer Rey. John F. Wright recently de- 
livered a very interesting lecture on the 
*“ Pioneers of Methodism,” full of historical 
information as to Ohio and the West. 


A votume of “Sketches of Old New 
York Merchants,” by a gentleman assum- 
ing the name of Walter Barrett, has just 
appeared. 





